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moral psychology is the systematic inquiry into how morality works when it does work and breaks
down when it doesn t work in this comprehensive new textbook mark alfano outlines the five
central concepts in the study of moral psychology agency patiency sociality temporality and
reflexivity subsequent chapters each assess a key area of research which alfano relates both to
the five central concepts and to empirical findings he then draws out the philosophical
implications of those findings before suggesting future directions for research one of alfano s
guiding themes is that moral philosophy without psychological content is empty whereas
psychological investigation without philosophical insight is blind he advocates and demonstrates a

holistic vision that pictures moral psychology as a project of collaborative inquiry into the
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descriptive and normative aspects of the human condition featuring a glossary of technical terms
further reading sections and chapter by chapter study questions this rich systematic and
accessible introduction to moral psychology will be suitable for both undergraduates and

researchers in philosophy psychology and related fields

for much of the twentieth century philosophy and science went their separate ways in moral

philosophy fear of the so called naturalistic fallacy kept moral philosophers from incorporating
developments in biology and psychology since the 1990s however many philosophers have drawn

on recent advances in cognitive psychology brain science and evolutionary psychology to inform

their work this collaborative trend is especially strong in moral philosophy and these three

volumes bring together some of the most innovative work by both philosophers and psychologists

in this emerging interdisciplinary field the contributors to volume
research that uses the diverse methods of cognitive science to investigate moral judgments

emotions and actions each chapter includes an essay comments on the essay by other scholars

and a reply by the author s of the original essay topics include moral intuitions as a kind of fast

and frugal heuristics framing effects in moral judgments an analogy between chomsky s universal
grammar and moral principles the role of emotions in moral beliefs moral disagreements the
semantics of moral language and moral responsibility contributors to volume 2 fred
james blair paul bloomfield fiery cushman justin d arms john deigh john doris julia driver ben

fraser gerd gigerenzer michael gill jonathan haidt marc hauser daniel jacobson joshua knobe brian

leiter don loeb ron mallon darcia narvaez shaun nichols alexandra plakias jesse prinz geoffrey

sayre mccord russ shafer landau walter sinnott armstrong cass sunstein william tolhurst liane

young

this book a review of the psychological literatures with allied traditions in ethics emphasizes
parenting and educational strategies for influencing moral behavior reasoning and character

development and charts a line of research for the post kohlbergian era in moral psychology

released in 2014 this was the first philosophy textbook in moral psychology introducing students
to a range of philosophical topics and debates such as what is moral motivation do reasons for
action always depend on desires is emotion or reason at the heart of moral judgment under what
conditions are people morally responsible are there self interested reasons for people to be moral
the second edition of moral psychology a contemporary introduction updates its responses to
these questions taking advantage of the explosion of recent research from philosophers and
psychologists on these topics and adding a chapter on the question of whether morality is innate

or learned as before the book emphasizes the relationship between traditional and interdisciplinary
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approaches to moral psychology and aims to carefully explain how empirical research is or is not
relevant to philosophical inquiry the bulleted summaries study questions and lists for further
readings at the end of each chapter have been updated key updates to the second edition
includes a new opening section on human nature borrowing material from elsewhere in the book
adds a new chapter on evolutionary and developmental arguments for the innateness of morality
expands coverage of the challenges to psychological research including the replication crisis and
the weirdness challenge provides a new section on implicit bias and moral responsibility offers
enhanced clarity and accessibility throughout includes up to date further reading sections and

bibliography

philosophers and psychologists discuss new collaborative work in moral philosophy that draws on
evolutionary psychology cognitive science and neuroscience for much of the twentieth century
philosophy and science went their separate ways in moral philosophy fear of the so called
naturalistic fallacy kept moral philosophers from incorporating developments in biology and
psychology since the 1990s however many philosophers have drawn on recent advances in
cognitive psychology brain science and evolutionary psychology to inform their work this
collaborative trend is especially strong in moral philosophy and these volumes bring together
some of the most innovative work by both philosophers and psychologists in this emerging
interdisciplinary field the contributors to volume 1 discuss recent work on the evolution of I
beliefs attitudes and emotions each chapter includes an essay comments on the essay by other
scholars and a reply by the author s of the original essay topics include a version of naturalism
that avoids supposed fallacies distinct neurocomputational systems for deontic reasoning the
evolutionary psychology of moral sentiments regarding incest the sexual selection of moral virtues
the evolution of symbolic thought and arguments both for and against innate morality taken
together the chapters demonstrate the value for both philosophy and psychology of collaborative
efforts to understand the many complex aspects of morality contributors william casebeer leda
cosmides oliver curry michael dietrich catherine driscoll susan dwyer owen flanagan jerry fodor
gilbert harman richard joyce debra lieberman ron mallon john mikhail geoffrey miller jesse prinz
peter railton michael ruse hagop sarkissian walter sinnott armstrong chandra sekhar sripada valerie

tiberius john tooby peter tse kathleen wallace arthur wolf david wong

moral psychology is the study of how human minds make and are made by human morality this
state of the art volume covers contemporary philosophical and psychological work on moral
psychology as well as notable historical theories and figures in the field of moral psychology such

as aristotle kant nietzsche and the buddha the oxford handbook of moral psychology s fifty
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chapters authored by leading figures in the field cover foundational topics such as character virtue
emotion moral responsibility the neuroscience of morality weakness of will and the nature of
moral judgments and reasons the volume also canvases emerging work in applied moral
psychology including adaptive preferences animals mental illness poverty marriage race bias and

victim blaming collectively the essays form the definitive survey of contemporary moral psychology

this fascinating and timely volume explores current thinking on vital topics in moral psychology
spanning the diverse disciplines that contribute to the field academics from cognitive science
evolutionary biology anthropology philosophy and political science address ongoing and emerging
questions aimed at understanding the thought processes and behaviors that underlie our moral
codes and our transgressions cross cutting themes speak to individual interpersonal and collective
morality in such areas as the development of ethical behavior responses to violations of rules
moral judgments in the larger discourse and universal versus specific norms this wide angle
perspective also highlights the implications of moral psychology research for policy and justice
with cogent viewpoints from philosophy empiricism and normative questions moral relativism
evolutionary biology theories of how altruism and moral behavior evolved anthropology common
moral values seen in ethnographies from different countries cognitive and neural sciences
computational models of moral systems and decision making political science politics governance
and moral values in the public sphere advice on moral psychology research and thoughts about
its future from prominent scholars with the goal of providing a truly multidisciplinary forum for
moral psychology this volume is sure to spark conversations across disciplines and advance the
field as a whole sampling the breadth and depth of an equally expansive and transformative field
moral psychology a multidisciplinary guide will find an engaged audience among psychologists
philosophers evolutionary biologists anthropologists political scientists neuroscientists lawyers and
policymakers as well as a more general audience interested in better understanding the complexity

of moral psychology research

in most western societies guilt is widely regarded as a vital moral emotion in addition to playing
a central role in moral development and progress many take the capacity to feel guilt as a
defining feature of morality itself no truly moral person escapes the pang of guilt when she has
done something wrong but proponents of guilt s importance face important challenges such as
distinguishing healthy from pathological forms of guilt and accounting for the fact that not all
cultures value guilt in the same way if at all in this volume philosophers and psychologists come
together to think more systematically about the nature and value of guilt the book begins with

chapters on the biological origins and psychological nature of guilt and moves on to discuss the
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culturally enriched conceptions of guilt and its value that we find in various eastern and western
philosophic traditions in addition numerous chapters discuss healthy or morally valuable forms

guilt and their pathological or irrational shadows

philosophers and psychologists have been hard at work trying to unlock the mysteries of our
characters unfortunately their answers have been all over the map according to one position every
single person has all of the moral virtues such as modesty and compassion although to varying
degrees yet according to another position no one has any character traits at all since they are
simply illusions and do not exist hence not one person is honest or compassionate or courageous
and between these extremes there are plenty of intermediate views christian b miller argues that
not one of these leading positions accurately reflects what most of us are like today he explores
the implications of the mixed trait framework a theory of moral character developed in his
previous book moral character an empirical theory mixed traits have both morally positive aspects
hence they are not vices along with morally negative aspects hence they are not virtues miller
engages with the other leading positions on the empirical nature of character situationism the
caps model the big five model and the local trait model he goes on to apply the mixed trait
framework to several important topics in ethics especially the development of an error theory
about judgments of character and the challenge faced by virtue ethics from the widespread lack

of virtue

moral psychology historical and contemporary readings is the first book to bring together the
most significant contemporary and historical works on the topic from both philosophy and
psychology provides a comprehensive introduction to moral psychology which is the study of
psychological mechanisms and processes underlying ethics and morality unique in bringing
together contemporary texts by philosophers psychologists and other cognitive scientists with
foundational works from both philosophy and psychology approaches moral psychology from an
empirically informed perspective explores a wide range of topics from passion and altruism to
virtue and responsibility editorial introductions to each section explain the background of and

connections between the selections

philosophers and psychologists discuss new collaborative work in moral philosophy that draws on

evolutionary psychology cognitive science and neuroscience

moral psychology studies the features of cognition judgement perception and emotion that make
human beings capable of moral action perspectives from feminist and race theory immensely

enrich moral psychology writers who take these perspectives ask questions about mind feeling
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and action in contexts of social difference and unequal power and opportunity these essays by a
distinguished international cast of philosophers explore moral psychology as it connects to social

life scientific studies and literature

brian leiter defends a set of radical ideas from nietzsche there is no objectively true morality
there is no free will no one is ever morally responsible and our conscious thoughts and reasoning
play almost no significant role in our actions and how our lives unfold leiter presents a new
interpretation of main themes of nietzsche s moral psychology including his anti realism about
value including epistemic value his account of moral judgment and its relationship to the emotions
his conception of the will and agency his scepticism about free will and moral responsibility his
epiphenomenalism about certain kinds of conscious mental states and his views about the
heritability of psychological traits in combining exegesis with argument leiter engages the views of
philosophers like harry frankfurt t m scanlon and gary watson and psychologists including daniel
wegner benjamin libet and stanley milgram nietzsche emerges not simply as a museum piece
from the history of ideas but as a philosopher and psychologist who exceeds david hume for
insight into human nature and the human mind repeatedly anticipates later developments in
empirical psychology and continues to offer sophisticated and unsettling challenges to much

conventional wisdom in both philosophy and psychology

an argument that moral psychology can benefit from closer integration with the social sciences
offering a novel ethical theory bridging the two in this book mark fedyk offers a novel analysis of
the relationship between moral psychology and allied fields in the social sciences fedyk shows
how the social sciences can be integrated with moral philosophy argues for the benefits of such
an integration and offers a new ethical theory that can be used to bridge research between the
two fedyk argues that moral psychology should take a social turn investigating the psychological
processes that motivate patterns of social behavior defined as ethical using normative information
extracted from the social sciences he points out methodological problems in conventional moral
psychology particularly the increasing methodological and conceptual inconsilience with both
philosophical ethics and evolutionary biology fedyk s causal theory of ethics is designed to
provide moral psychology with an ethical theory that can be used without creating tension
between its scientific practice and the conceptual vocabulary of philosophical ethics his account
aims both to redirect moral psychology toward more socially realistic questions about human life
and to introduce philosophers to a new form of ethical naturalism a way of thinking about how
to use different fields of scientific research to answer some of the traditional questions that are

at the heart of ethics
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many philosophers believe that normative ethics is in principle independent of psychology by

contrast the authors of these essays explore the interconnections between psychology and moral
theory they investigate the psychological constraints on realizable ethical ideals and articulate the
psychological assumptions behind traditional ethics they also examine the ways in which the basic
architecture of the mind core emotions patterns of individual development social psychology and

the limits on human capacities for rational deliberation affect morality

this comprehensive and cutting edge volume maps out the terrain of moral psychology a dynamic
and evolving area of research in 57 concise chapters leading authorities and up and coming
scholars explore fundamental issues and current controversies the volume systematically reviews
the empirical evidence base and presents influential theories of moral judgment and behavior it is
organized around the key questions that must be addressed for a complete understanding of the

moral mind

this element provides an overview of some of the central issues in contemporary moral
psychology it explores what moral psychology is whether we are always motivated by self interest
what good character looks like and whether anyone has it whether moral judgments always
motivate us to act whether what motivates action is always a desire of some kind and what the
role is of reasoning and deliberation in moral judgment and action this element is aimed at a

general audience including undergraduate students without an extensive background in philosophy

this is the first philosophy textbook in moral psychology introducing students to a range of
philosophical topics and debates such as what is moral motivation do reasons for action always
depend on desires is emotion or reason at the heart of moral judgment under what conditions
are people morally responsible are there self interested reasons for people to be moral moral
psychology a contemporary introduction presents research by philosophers and psychologists on
these topics and addresses the overarching question of how empirical research is or is not

relevant to philosophical inquiry

the moral psychology handbook offers a survey of contemporary moral psychology integrating
evidence and argument from philosophy and the human sciences the chapters cover major issues
in moral psychology including moral reasoning character moral emotion positive psychology moral
rules the neural correlates of ethical judgment and the attribution of moral responsibility each

chapter is a collaborative effort written jointly by leading researchers in the field

compassion is widely regarded as an important moral emotion a fitting response to various cases
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of suffering and misfortune yet contemporary theorists have rarely given it sustained attention this

volume aims to fill this gap by offering answers to a number of questions surrounding this

emotion these questions include what is the nature of compassion how does compassion differ

from other emotions such as empathy pity or gratitude is compassion a virtue can we have too

much compassion how does compassion influence other mental states desires motivations beliefs

and intentions and behaviour how is compassion influenced by the environment must compassion

be deserved can one be moral while lacking the capacity for compassion compassion like other

emotions has many facets biological social psychological and neural among others the contributors

to this volume will draw on a variety of disciplines and methods in order to develop a more

systematic and comprehensive understanding of this often neglected moral emotion
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