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anyone who pays attention to the popular press knows that the new media will soon make books obsolete but predicting the
imminent demise of the book is nothing new at the beginning of the twentieth century for example some critics predicted that
the electro mechanical phonograph would soon make books obsolete still despite the challenges of a century and a half of
new media books remain popular with americans purchasing more than eight million books each day in how books came to
america john hruschka traces the development of the american book trade from the moment of european contact with the
americas through the growth of regional book trades in the early english colonial cities to the more or less unified national
book trade that emerged after the american civil war and flourished in the twentieth century he examines the variety of
technological historical cultural political and personal forces that shaped the american book trade paying particular attention
to the contributions of the german bookseller frederick leypoldt and his journal publishers weekly unlike many studies of the
book business how books came to america is more concerned with business than it is with books its focus is on how books
are manufactured and sold rather than how they are written and read it is nevertheless the story of the people who created
and influenced the book business in the colonies and the united states famous names in the american book trade benjamin
franklin robert hoe the harpers henry holt and melvil dewey are joined by more obscure names like joseph glover conrad
beissel and the aforementioned frederick leypoldt together they made the american book trade the unique commercial

institution it is today
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