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alan dundes defines myth as a sacred narrative that explains how the world and humanity

came to be in their present form this new volume brings together classic statements on the

theory of myth by the authors the twenty two essays by leading experts on myth represent

comparative functionalist myth ritual jungian freudian and structuralist approaches to studying

the genre

the truth of myth is a thorough and accessible introduction to the study of myth surveying the

intellectual history of the topic methods for studying myth cross culturally and emerging trends

readers will encounter insightful commentaries on such questions as what is the relation of

mythology to religion to science to popular culture did the events recounted in myths actually
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occur why does the term myth have so many contradictory definitions and connotations

offering serious students with an intellectual toolkit for launching into this fascinating field the

book is especially useful in conjunction with case studies of individual mythological traditions

where do myths come from what is their function and what do they mean in this very short

introduction robert segal introduces the array of approaches used to understand the study of

myth these approaches hail from disciplines as varied as anthropology sociology psychology

literary criticism philosophy science and religious studies including ideas from theorists as

varied as sigmund freud claude lévi strauss albert camus and roland barthes segal uses the

famous ancient myth of adonis to analyse their individual approaches and theories in this new

edition he not only considers the future study of myth but also considers the interactions of

myth theory with cognitive science the implications of the myth of gaia and the differences

between story telling and myth about the series the very short introductions series from oxford

university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized

books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine

facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging

topics highly readable

comparing  and  evaluating  modern  theories  of  myth  this  book  offers  an  overview  of

explanations of myth from the social sciences and the humanities this ambitious collection of

essays uses the viewpoints of a variety of disciplines psychology anthropology sociology

politics philosophy religious studies and literature each discipline advocates a generalization

about the origin the function and the subject matter of myth the subject is always not what

makes any myth distinct but what makes all myths myth the book is divided into five sections

covering topics such as myth and psychoanalysis hero myths myth and science myth and

politics and myth and the physical world chapters engage with an array of theorists among

them freud  jung  campbell  rank  winnicott  tylor  frazer  malinowski  levy  bruhl  levi  strauss

harrison and burkert the book considers whether myth still plays a role in our lives is one of

the issues considered showing that myths arise anything but spontaneously they are the result

of a specific need which varies from theory to theory this is a fascinating survey by a leading

voice in the study of myth as such it will be of much interest to scholars of myth and how it

interacts with sociology anthropology politics and economics

this collection of thirty four major essays devoted to the theories methods and problems of

myth criticism offers a convenient and substantial introduction to one of the most distinctive

trends in contemporary literary study the essays many of them previously uncollected are
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arranged to lead from general considerations to analyses of specific authors the four part i

selections constitute an informal survey of the views of myth and ritual taken by disciplines

other than literature in part ii the first six essays relate the concept of myth and ritual to

general literary theory while the final three evaluate the uses of myth in critical theory and

practice the twenty one part iii essays which apply myth criticism to individual literary works

or authors afford a representative sampling of the mythopoeic patterns discerned in literature

from home to faulkner among the contributors are david bidney gäza r heim joseph campbell

clyde kluckhohn stanley hyman philip wheelwright richard chase harold watts northrop frye

andrew  lytle  philip  rahv  francis  fergusson  marvin  magalaner  john  lydenberg  and  harry

slochower

a collection of essays analyzing the leading theories of myth it surveys the contours of this

ongoing discussion comparing and evaluating the theories of edward tylor william robertson

smith james frazer jane harrison sigmund freud c g jung and others

theories of mythology provides students with both a history of theories of myth and a practical

how to guide to interpreting myth the most elementary form of narrative both a history of

theories of  myth and a practical  how to guide to interpreting myth introduces the major

theories  of  myth  from  the  nineteenth  century  to  the  present  day  covers  comparative

approaches  psychoanalysis  ritual  theories  of  myth  structuralism and  ideological  analysis

supplies  readers  with  the  theoretical  tools  for  imitating  each  method  features  detailed

exemplary readings of familiar myths

david friedrich strauss is a central figure in 19th century intellectual history the first major

source for the loss of faith in christianity in germany his work das leben jesu was the most

scandalous publication in germany during his time his book was a critique of the claims to

historical truth of the new testament which had been the mainstay of protestantism since the

reformation as the father of unbelief his critique of christianity preceded that of nietzsche marx

feuerbach and schopenhauer his views imposed a harsh fate upon him he was persecuted for

his beliefs by religious and political authorities and was denied employment in the university

and government forcing him to live as a free lance writer he led a wandering and isolated life

as an outcast here frederick c beiser studies the intellectual development of strauss and

recounts his fate which began in faith as a young man but finally ended in unbelief

volume one of theorizing rituals assembles 34 leading scholars from various countries and

disciplines  working  within  this  field  the  authors  review  main  methodological  and  meta
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theoretical problems part i followed by some of the classical issues part ii further chapters

discuss main approaches to theorizing rituals part iii and explore some key analytical concepts

for theorizing rituals part iv the volume is provided with extensive indices

this  volume explores  the  dynamics  of  myths  throughout  time and  space along  with  the

mythmaking processes in various cultures literatures and languages in a wide range of fields

ranging  from cultural  studies  to  the  history  of  art  the  papers  brought  together  here  are

motivated by two basic questions how are myths made in diverse cultures and literatures and

do all different cultures have different myths to be told in their artistic pursuits to examine

these questions the book offers a wide array of articles by contributors from various cultures

which  focus  on  theory  history  space  place  philosophy  literature  language  gender  and

storytelling mythmaking across boundaries not only brings together classical myths but also

contemporary constructions and reconstructions through different  cultural  perspectives by

transcending  boundaries  using  a  wide  spectrum  of  perspectives  this  volume  instead  of

emphasising the different modes of the mythmaking process connects numerous perceptions

of mythmaking and investigates diversities among cultures languages and literatures viewing

them as a unified whole as the essays reflect on both academic and popular texts the book will

be useful to scholars and students as well as the general reader

this is the first book length critical analysis in any language of hans blumenberg s theory of

myth blumenberg can be regarded as the most important german theorist of myth of the second

half of the twentieth century and his work on myth 1979 has resonated across disciplines

ranging from literary theory via philosophy religious studies and anthropology to the history

and philosophy of science nicholls introduces anglophone readers to blumenberg s biography

and to his philosophical contexts he elucidates blumenberg s theory of myth by relating it to

three important developments in late nineteenth and early twentieth century german philosophy

hermeneutics  phenomenology  and  philosophical  anthropology  while  also  comparing

blumenberg s ideas with those of  other prominent  theorists of  myth such as vico hume

schelling max müller frazer sorel freud cassirer heidegger horkheimer and adorno according to

nicholls blumenberg s theory of myth can only be understood in relation to the human sciences

since it  emerges from a speculative hypothesis concerning the emergence of the earliest

human beings for blumenberg myth was originally a cultural adaptation that constituted the

human  attempt  to  deal  with  anxieties  concerning  the  threatening  forces  of  nature  by

anthropomorphizing those forces into mythic images in the final two chapters blumenberg s

theory of myth is placed within the post war political context of west germany through a
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consideration  of  blumenberg  s  exchanges  with  carl  schmitt  as  well  as  by  analysing

unpublished  correspondence  and  parts  of  the  original  work  of  myth  manuscript  that

blumenberg held back from publication nicholls shows that blumenberg s theory of myth also

amounted to a reckoning with the legacy of national socialism
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