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can one be nostalgic for the home one never had why is it that the age of globalization

is accompanied by a no less global epidemic of nostalgia can we know what we are

nostalgic for in the seventeenth century swiss doctors believed that opium leeches and a

trek through the alps would cure nostalgia in 1733 a russian commander disgusted with

the debilitating homesickness rampant among his troops buried a soldier alive as a

deterrent  to  nostalgia  in  her  new book  svetlana  boym develops  a  comprehensive

approach to this elusive ailment combining personal memoir philosophical essay and

historical analysis boym explores the spaces of collective nostalgia that connect national

biography and personal self fashioning in the twenty first century she guides us through
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the ruins and construction sites of post communist cities st petersburg moscow berlin

and prague and the imagined homelands of exiles benjamin nabokov mandelstam and

brodsky from jurassic park to the totalitarian sculpture garden from love letters on kafka s

grave to conversations with hitler s impersonator boym unravels the threads of this

global epidemic of longing and its antidotes

although david bowie has famously characterized himself as a leper messiah a more

appropriate moniker might be rock god someone whose influence has crossed numerous

sub genres of popular and classical music and can at times seem ubiquitous by looking

at key moments in his career 1972 1977 79 1980 83 and 1995 97 through several

lenses theories of sub culture gender sexuality studies theories of sound post colonial

theory and performance studies waldrep examines bowie s work in terms not only of his

auditory  output  but  his  many reinterpretations  of  it  via  music  videos concert  tours

television appearances and occasional movie roles future nostalgia looks at all aspects

of  bowie s  career  in  an attempt  to  trace bowie s  contribution to  the performative

paradigms that constitute contemporary rock music

rapid change in trade demographics culture and environment around the indian ocean

demands a revaluation of how communities sustainability and security are constituted in

this globally strategically important region indian ocean futures communities sustainability

and security raises awareness of threats and opportunities beyond popular notions of

communities through an examination of issues of concern to local national regional and

transnational communities around the indian ocean rim this edited book is organized into

three broad areas the heritage and identity of communities their sustainability and their

security  the  first  section  examines  how  heritage  and  identity  are  negotiated  in

establishing the basis of communities and public discussion of their futures the second

part  explores different  practices technologies and communities of  sustainability  from

technologies  being  developed  for  sustainable  coastal  regions  to  the  adoption  of

traditional  practices for  food management the final  section canvasses the changing

landscapes and seascapes of the indian ocean in relation to the broad concerns of food

environmental  and political  security  as such this  volume offers the reader  valuable

engagement  with  the  complex  relations  of  communities  and environments  and key

discourses shaping understandings of the future of the indian ocean region

are truth and reconciliation commission processes enough to achieve reconciliation this
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volume discusses issues that arise once the task of reconciliation emanates from the

limited scope of a specific truth and reconciliation commission and into the larger society

and political system that originated it scholars spanning several research fields from law

to history to theology discuss how transformative reconciliation can be cultivated in a

society  using decolonization and other  perspectives along three lines by specifying

transformative  issues  and  processes  in  law  and  politics  by  criticizing  historical

perspectives on the past and its concepts as deliberations of the status quo and by

instilling  the  inherent  dynamics  of  truth  and reconciliation  processes  as  permanent

features  within  broader  society  the  volume  embarks  on  an  investigation  of  the

norwegianization  policy  a  historical  framework  that  brought  injustices  upon minority

groups such as the sámi and kvens norwegian finns in norway and parallel groups in

sweden and finland it extends its exploration to analogous unjust policies in south africa

canada and various other contexts within the complex web of cultural social political and

economic struggles stemming from colonial policies the roles of religion politics research

institutions and civil society are critically examined

although david bowie has famously characterized himself as a leper messiah a more

appropriate moniker might be rock god someone whose influence has crossed numerous

sub genres of popular and classical music and can at times seem ubiquitous by looking

at key moments in his career 1972 1977 79 1980 83 and 1995 97 through several

lenses theories of sub culture gender sexuality studies theories of sound post colonial

theory and performance studies waldrep examines bowie s work in terms not only of his

auditory  output  but  his  many reinterpretations  of  it  via  music  videos concert  tours

television appearances and occasional movie roles future nostalgia looks at all aspects

of  bowie s  career  in  an attempt  to  trace bowie s  contribution to  the performative

paradigms that constitute contemporary rock music

focused on the myths and mythologies of european cultural history this volume seeks to

address the present  and past  functions of  foundation texts  in  the evolution of  the

european idea one of the specific objectives of this volume is to reconsider in the context

of ongoing european expansion and integration the functionalist approach of benedict

anderson according to whom imagined communities are to be distinguished not by their

falsity genuineness but by the style in which they are imagined the common denominator

of each of the essays contained in this volume is the problem of the discontinuity of time

in relation to tradition cultural and individual memory as well as in relation to historical
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and literary narratives time becomes the locus of its own reflexivity it is self temporalized

it undergoes endless reiteration within itself and needs a semantics which sets valid

accents for specific moments jean bessiere

this volume was first published by inter disciplinary press in 2016 sad bad mad and

sweet  considers nostalgia as a force that  shapes culture the self  and the state it

describes ways in which the nostalgic impulse is co opted created questioned and

championed from a diverse array of disciplinary perspectives nostalgia as feeling is

pivotal in the construction and contradiction of identity as tool it is vital in the morphing

and moulding of history from post colonial to post soviet to post national views of home

and the past to the sculpting of story itself this volume asks questions about how we

remember and what those memories might offer the chapters seek to warn and reassure

to imagine and to restrain they all  acknowledge the power of this bitter and sweet

longing for something lost whether real or imagined and explore the ways in which

nostalgia  shapes  the  stories  we  tell  about  ourselves  the  volume  is  an  important

contribution  to  the  ways  in  which  this  multifaceted  much  maligned  sentiment  is

considered

abbott offers a fruitful new way to read science fiction one that also greatly enriches our

understanding of western history and its impact on our collective imagination detailing

the overlap of  science fiction and western fiction especially  relating to their  mutual

interest  in  and  concerns  about  frontier  expansionism  he  reveals  an  unsuspected

common ground that informs the writings of both camps reviewing the work of many

hugo and nebula award winners as well as drawing upon popular film and television

series like the buck rogers serials abbott s study journeys across the far reaches of

science fiction s universe

this  collection  of  previously  unpublished autobiographical  and semi  autobiographical

snippets of experience written by svetlana boym in the final period of her life capture her

penchant for seamlessly melding poetically and dream like the intensively personal with

the everyday and the world historical they illuminate the formative conditions for the

thinking which she was to develop into her majestic work on nostalgia importantly these

pieces fill in gaps in understanding the genesis and scope of her take on the world for

readers both familiar with her work and for those new to it the origins of nostalgia will

enable our own cultural past as well as that of the former soviet union to be viewed in a
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different light

late nineteenth and early twentieth century theorists such as freud durkheim weber and

marx built their intellectual edifices on what they thought would be the remains or ruins

of religion in the wake of modernization but today the decline and disappearance of

religion can no longer be simply assumed in the face of contemporary entanglements of

religion and violence the establishment of meaning and morality remains troubling the

experience of  loss and change remains paradoxically  constant  and new theoretical

perspectives feminism race studies postcolonial studies queer studies postmodernism

have emerged challenging the works that mourned religion and created meaning in

earlier periods the effects of this ongoing experience of mourning and symbolic loss on

culture  on  subjectivity  and on the  academic  disciplines  of  religious  studies  though

immense are poorly understood and underinterpreted in order to correct this lacuna in

scholarly thought this volume brings together a notable group of scholars who examine

the ways in which recent cultural transformations inform the place of religion in the

modern world methodologically they represent the intersection of religious studies and

the social scientific study of religion bringing the disciplines of psychology sociology and

anthropology into this dialogue

journal of fairy tale studies

baudrillard s culture of simulation destroys our sense of paramount reality it has created

as chris rojek puts it a huge refugee camp in which viewers dissociated from place and

community are caught up in global indexing and dragging processes which no one

controls what is thus also perversely inscribed within the cultural landscape is a nostalgia

for authenticity for the dissimulated spaces and places which though no longer there

stimulate their semiotic reconstructions and reproductions and yet t he possibility of lying

is the prioprium of semiosis as umberto eco has once remarked truth and falsity are

inherent in the sign and in representation generally subverting the tertium non datur

principle this book is an attempt to unmask representation to see through the signs of

the real and through the real itself at the realm of simulation those signs are not only

signs of what they signify but also signs of culture of the cultural real which the articles

included  in  the  volume try  to  penetrate  from various  theoretical  and  philosophical

perspectives

americans have had an enduring yet ambivalent obsession with the west as both a place
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and a state of mind michael l johnson considers how that obsession originated how it

has determined attitudes toward and activities in the west and how it has changed over

the centuries
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