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russian playwright and historian radzinsky mines sources never before available to create a
fascinating portrait of the monarch and a minute by minute account of his terrifying last
days

biography of tsar nicholas ii providing a portrait of the monarch and detailed account of his
last days and assassination

elegantly written and magisterially researched robert service author of a history of modern
russia the definitive story behind the self destruction of the autocratic romanov dynasty
by the world s foremost expert when tsar nicholas ii fell from power in 1917 imperial russia
faced a series of overlapping crises from war to social unrest though nicholas s life is often
described as tragic it was not fate that doomed the romanovs it was poor leadership and a
blinkered faith in autocracy based on a trove of new archival discoveries the last tsar
narrates how nicholas s resistance to reform doomed the monarchy encompassing the
captivating personalities of the era it untangles the struggles between the increasingly
isolated nicholas and alexandra and the factions of scheming nobles ruthless legislators
and pragmatic generals who sought to stabilize the restive russian empire either with the
tsar or without him by rejecting compromise nicholas undermined his supporters at crucial
moments his blunders cleared the way for all out civil war and the eventual rise of the
soviet union definitive and engrossing the last tsar uncovers how nicholas ii stumbled into
revolution taking his family the romanov dynasty and the whole russian empire down with
him

nicholas and alexandra exchanged nearly 1 700 letters and telegrams from april 28 1914 to
march 7 1917 all of the letters and most of the telegrams are in english with a considerable
use in descending order of russian french and german words expressions and phrases the
letters and telegrams are published here in the order in which they were written the
importance of the nicky sunny correspondence is clear sir bernard pares thought these
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letters to be the most important historical source for the subjects with which they deal and
the main subject of them is the governance of the russian empire introduction

this is a major pictorial work about the romanov dynasty the supreme rulers of russia for
over 300 years with special emphasis on the life of nicholas ii the last tsar moreover it is an
unsurpassed photographic record of the lives of the last reigning members of the russian
royal family the great majority of the photographs used in this book have never been
published before and have rarely been seen even by researchers from the west having
remained  hidden  in  archives  for  70  years  since  the  russian  revolution  the  many
contemporary photographs depict russian royalty in ceremonial dress and at leisure in
informal surroundings there are also such unique items as a picture of rasputin the mad
monk and confident of the tsarina alexandra surrounded by female admirers

a timely and important book he brings to it rare clarity and common sense his book is a fast
paced account of the last sixteen months of the tsar s life brief sharp but laced with well
judged feeling for the dramas of the time catherine merridale observer in march 1917
nicholas ii  the last tsar of all  the russias abdicated and the dynasty that had ruled an
empire for three hundred years was forced from power by revolution in this masterful and
forensic study robert service examines the last year nicholas s reign and the months
between that momentous abdication and his death with his family in ekaterinburg in july
1918 drawing on the tsar  s  own diaries and other hitherto unexamined contemporary
records the last of the tsars reveals a man who was almost entirely out of his depth
perhaps even willfully so it is also a compelling account of the social economic and political
foment in russia in the aftermath of alexander kerensky s february revolution the bolshevik
seizure of power in october 1917 and the beginnings of lenin s soviet republic

this book is a scholarly comprehensive and critical biography of nicholas ii from his birth in
1868 to his execution in 1918 it features a chronological narrative emphasizing the political
aspects  of  the  tsar  s  reign  rather  than  details  from  his  personal  life  although  new
information  about  his  life  is  revealed  nicholas  ii  is  portrayed  as  a  conscientious  and
reasonably  intelligent  ruler  whose  reign  was  marred  by  inept  statesmanship  and  a
stubborn determination to uphold the autocratic tradition of the romanov dynasty even
though he was forced to grant major political concessions in 1905 his imprudent foreign
policy in east asia precipitated a losing war with japan but a more cautious policy in europe
nevertheless involved russia in a far greater conflict in 1914 that resulted in enormous
casualties economic hardship and the collapse of the monarchy in 1917 as an individual
nicholas was gentle and benevolent except towards political dissidents and proved to be a
good husband and father the serenity of his family life was disrupted by his son and heir s
hemophilia and the ensuing rasputin scandal impaired the tsar s image and contributed to
his unpopularity a final chapter examines his legacy and provides a theory of revolutionary
causation

how did nicholas ii russia s last tsar meet his death shot point blank in a bungled execution
by radical bolsheviks in the urals nicholas and his family disappeared from history in the
soviet era but in the 1970s a local geologist and a crime fiction writer discovered the
location  of  their  clandestine  mass  grave  and  secretly  removed  three  skulls  before
reburying  them  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  their  find  yet  the  history  of  nicholas
execution and the discovery of his remains are not the only stories connected with the
death of the last tsar this book recounts the horrific details of his death and the thrilling
discovery of the bones and also investigates the alternative narratives that have grown up
around these events stories include the contention that the tsar s killing was a jewish plot
in which nicholas severed head was taken to moscow as proof of his death tales of would
be survivors of the execution self confessed children of the tsar claiming their true identity
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and accounts of miracles performed by nicholas who was made a saint by the russian
church in 2000 not least among these alternative narratives is the romanticization of the
romanovs  epitomized  by  the  numerous  photographs  of  the  family  released  from  the
russian archives

this portrait of the last tsar tells the story of the family man the father of the haemophiliac
heir the protector of rasputin and the victim of the infamous murder at ekaterinburg in
1918 it also considers nicholas as political leader and emperor it presents a view of him very
different from the one generally held in the west and portrays the old regime s collapse
and the origins of bolshevik russia in a new light

an exploration of the mystery surrounding the death of tsar nicholas ii  and his family
employs the tsar s diaries and firsthand accounts of the slayings to offer a minute by
minute chronology of the tsar s final hours

reigning from 1894 to 1917 nicholas ii was the final emperor of russia his rule marked the
twilight of a centuries old dynasty caught between the fading echoes of imperial ambition
and the rise of revolutionary fervor that would ignite the soviet era nicholas was by many
accounts a contradictory figure kind and soft spoken in private yet seemingly detached
and indecisive in the face of sweeping national upheaval his reign saw tragedy rebellion
war and ultimately the collapse of an empire that had stood for over three hundred years
inside you ll  read about nicholas and the funeral  bride the coronation tragedy bloody
sunday nicholas reluctant reforms three hundred years of romanov rule the tsar and world
war i the last russian tsar and much more this concise biography explores how nicholas ii
rose to  power  struggled to  adapt  to  a  rapidly  changing world  and presided over  the
downfall of the romanov dynasty it s a story of tradition clashing with revolution and of a
ruler who couldn t stop history from overtaking him get your copy today and uncover the
life and legacy of tsar nicholas ii

it  was  the  most  magnificent  court  in  europe  a  world  of  fairy  tale  opulence  ornate
architecture  sophisticated fashion extravagant  luxury  and immense power  in  the last
russian imperial court a potent underlying mythology drove its participants to enact the
pageantry of medieval orthodox russia infused with the sensibilities of versailles against a
backdrop  of  fading  edwardian  splendor  providing  a  spectacle  of  archaic  ceremonies
carefully orchestrated as a lavish stage upon which nicholas ii played out his tumultuous
reign while a massive body of literature has been devoted to the last of the romanovs the
court of the last tsar is the first book to examine the people mysteries traditions scandals
rivalries rituals and riches that were part of everyday life in the last two decades of the
romanov dynasty it is as difficult for the twenty first century mind to imagine the pomp
and splendor that accompanied the tsar and his family everywhere they went as it was for
the simple russian peasant toiling a thousand miles from st petersburg this stunningly
illustrated volume removes the mystery with more than a hundred black and white photos
floor plans of the tsar s winter palace the alexander palace and the grand kremlin palace a
map of st petersburg and plans of the imperial parks at tsarskoye selo and peterhof this
eye popping tour of hedonistic imperial russia on the edge of oblivion draws on hundreds
of previously unpublished primary sources including memoirs personal letters diary entries
and official documents collected during author greg king s fifteen years of research in
russia  and  elsewhere  in  europe  it  invites  you  to  experience  dozens  of  extravagant
ceremonies  and entertainments  attended only  by  members  of  the  court  exposes the
numerous sexual intrigues of the imperial family including rape incest and brazen affairs
and introduces many of the more than fifteen thousand individuals who made the imperial
court a society unto itself chief among these of course was tsar nicholas ii he ruled an
empire that stretched over one sixth of the earth s land surface but lacked according to
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one courtier both his father s inspiring presence and his mother s vibrant charm his wife
alexandra was a  strong and passionate woman who never  developed the social  skills
necessary  to  her  rank  their  wedding and the  tsar  s  coronation  are  two of  the  most
spectacular  ceremonies  described  in  this  lavish  volume  vetted  with  care  by  the  last
remaining members of the russian imperial  court the court of the last tsar brings the
people  places  and events  of  this  doomed but  unforgettable  wonderland to  vivid  and
sparkling life

the  character  of  the  last  tsar  nicholas  ii  1868  1918  is  crucial  to  understanding  the
overthrow of tsarist russia the most significant event in russian history nicholas became
tsar at the age of 26 though a conscientious man who was passionate in his devotion to his
country he was weak sentimental dogmatic and indecisive ironically he could have made
an effective constitutional monarch but these flaws rendered him fatally unsuited to be
the sole ruler of a nation that was in the throes of painful modernisation that he failed is
not surprising for many abler monarchs could not have succeeded rather to be wondered
at is that he managed for 23 years to hold on to power despite the overwhelming force of
circumstances  though  nicholas  was  exasperating  he  had  many  endearing  qualities  a
modern audience aware as contemporaries were not of the private pressures under which
he lived can empathise with him and forgive some of his errors of judgement to some
readers he seems a fool to others a monster but many are touched by the story of a well
meaning  man  doing  his  best  under  impossible  conditions  he  is  in  other  words  a
biographical subject that engages readers whatever their viewpoint his family was of great
importance  to  nicholas  he  and  his  wife  alexandra  married  for  love  and  retained  this
affection  to  the  end  of  their  lives  his  four  daughters  all  different  and  intriguing
personalities were beautiful and charming his son the family s and the nation s hope for
the future was disabled by an illness that had to be concealed from russia and from the
world it  was this circumstance that made possible the nefarious influence of rasputin
which in turn hastened the end of the dynasty this story has everything romance and
tragedy grandeur and misery human frailty and an international catastrophe that would
not only bring down the tsar but put an end to the glittering era of european monarchies

in the summer of 1904 as russia was convulsed in the russo japanese war an event of great
joy occurred when a baby boy was born to tsar nicholas ii and tsarina alexandra after the
arrival four daughters the longed for male heir to the romanov dynasty tsarevich alexei had
completed the family of nicholas and alexandra the happiness of the imperial couple was
soon dashed however by the tragic news that their only son and heir was afflicted with the
painful and often fatal bleeding disease hemophilia the ill health of the heir to the throne
was a well guarded secret that cast a deep shadow over the final years of imperial russia
here is the dramatic story of tsar nicholas ii and tsarina alexandra during those years as
they struggled to deal with their son s infirmity which brought the controversial rasputin
into the imperial court follow their story from the joyful day of tsarevich alexei s birth in
1904 to its moving and dramatic denouement

this is a story about an american man and his extraordinary achievement it is also a story
about russia in the grand tradition of the great russian epics containing a sweep as vast
and a grandeur as sublime as the classical novels for which russia is famous within its
pages will  be found all  of  the ingredients that have made russian culture fascinating
mysteries and mysticism miracles and faith the purity and loftiness of utopian ideals and
the most russian of concepts synonymous with rissia s greatness and inseparable from
russia itself the tsar above all it is a story of love and duty that transcend death to save
russia is not fiction however everything related within it actually occurred and was the true
experience of  a  native  of  the  midwest  the  amazing journey of  self  discovery  of  this
american from the story s opening words they ve come to kill me to his final persuasion a
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graphological study that affirms that his handwriting and that of nicholas ii indicate that
both scripts had the same intellect as their source a first of its kind is its own substantial
tale  within a  tale  incorporating multiple  levels  of  experience research and dovetailing
support the primary thrust of this work however and the reason for which everything
earlier occurred is the overwhelming evidence demonstrating that nicholas ii returned in
order to free his people of the terrible burden placed on them by lenin and to overthrow the
soviet  system  in  russia  and  was  in  fact  instrumental  in  the  accomplishment  of  that
achievement to save russia is the stunning account of the connection of donald norsic
across time with the last russian tsar nicholas ii this book will challenge historians and
scholars for a long time to come it is also a gauntlet thrown at the feet of science as well
because it challenges virtually every major asumption we make about hte nature of human
consciousness and its localization to the here and now

this is an examination of the life and death of nicholas ii with special emphasis on the last
18 months of his life material only recently available from the kremlin archives including
the romanov diaries telegrams letters and other papers throws new light on events which
have remained a mystery for 75 years fresh evidence is presented on the happenings of
the night of 16th 17th july 1918 on whether any members of the tsar s family survived on
the source of the final execution order and on the part played by lenin

this  book  delves  into  the  tumultuous  reign  of  nicholas  ii  the  last  emperor  of  russia
mohammed essad bey brings his insider perspective on the court of nicholas ii and the
russian revolution this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public
domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states
you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a
copyright  on the body of  the work scholars  believe and we concur  that  this  work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public
we appreciate  your  support  of  the  preservation  process  and thank  you for  being  an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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