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Thomatos

this volume contains 4 papers focusing on terracotta figurines of the
ancient near east that were delivered at one of three sessions of the
annual meeting of the american schools of oriental research in 2009 2010
and 2011

this volume describes and illustrates the ceramic figurines excavated at
the maya site of tikal guatemala from 1956 through 1969 the collection
includes both hand modeled and mold made figures human and animal
as well as related ceramic objects including figurine molds flutes and
panpipes  the  figurines  are  classified by  subject  matter  and the  site
distribution  and  dating  discussed  these  figurines  are  the  largest
excavated collection of ceramic figurines from a maya site and one of
the major artifact categories from the site of tikal most of the classifiable
pieces  are  illustrated at  a  scale  that  allows comparison with  similar
objects  from  other  maya  sites  the  purpose  of  this  volume  is  the
presentation of the material from the site of tikal comparative material is
limited

an investigation into the functional and symbolic uses of shells during
the pre conquest era in the occidente region of mexico the author first
provides  a  classification  list  of  known  examples  then  proceeds  to
interpret those examples giving information on provenance find context
date and function he concludes that the presence of shell artefacts in
the region is the result of a deliberate selection of that material since the
species  represented were of  relatively  little  food value for  functional
symbolic purposes

these  13  essays  taken  from  papers  given  at  a  colloquium  held  at
university college london in 1996 focus specifically on the iron age in
israel and jordan

sheds light upon the origins and significance of greek portraiture

the northern andes is a pivotal region for understanding many of the
social economic political and ideological changes that pre columbian
cultures  experienced  topics  inc  recent  investigations  on  human
colonisation of the region origins of sedentism and food production rise
of chiefdoms and importance of symbolism and iconography

this work examines the post palatial phase of late helladic iiic middle
during  this  phase  in  greek  prehistory  greece  undergoes  important
changes  that  will  transfer  the  palace  administrative  system  of  the
mycenaean era to that of the city states of the early greek period at the
time of its publication much of the material evidence known today was
still unpublished and although the material examined provided a most
thorough account of what was known at the time it was still limited as a
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result of the lack of publications or as often was the case the lack of lh
iiic  or  so  defined  deposits  this  phase  of  the  bronze  age  has  been
periodically examined either through the investigation of specific sites or
in certain cases with the study of a particular type of material find such
as pottery what this publication aims to provide is  a more synthetic
study of the middle phase in its entirety within the regions of the central
and southern aegean by examining the archaeological  material  from
settlements  and  burials  of  the  middle  phase  together  with  their
associated finds of pottery terracotta figurines jewellery and weapons it
is  hoped that  they  will  provide valuable  insight  into  this  phase and
provide information concerning the new social and economic structures
that  arose  in  response to  the  loss  of  the  mycenaean administrative
centres
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