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a significant achievement this book moves our understanding of the history of israel forward as dramatically as john bright s a history of israel martin

noth s history of israel and william f albright s from the stone age ot cristianity did at an earlier period
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steering a middle course between those who argue that a history of israel can no longer be written because the sources that we have prove inadequate
and what now seems to be the extreme conservatism of the old classic john bright s history of israel this book presents all the problems and where

they cannot be resolved provides the evidence and leaves the reader with the current situation

george rawlinson s the kings of israel and judah is a meticulously researched exploration of the ancient monarchies that shaped the historical
narrative of the hebrew bible employing a critical historical approach rawlinson delves into the political social and spiritual dimensions of these
rulers weaving together biblical accounts and archaeological evidence his literary style combines erudition with accessibility making complex
historical events comprehensible to the lay reader while maintaining academic rigor this work stands as a significant contribution to the fields of
biblical history and ancient near eastern studies offering a chronological account of the kings and their intertwined destinies reflective of the
tumultuous epochs through which they reigned george rawlinson a noted british historian and scholar of the 19th century brought to this work his
profound interest in ancient languages and cultures alongside a significant background in assyriology and biblical studies influenced by his
contemporaries and the growing interest in historical criticism rawlinson sought to illuminate the cultural and historical intricacies surrounding the
rulers of israel and judah driven by a passion to reconstruct the past through a faithful examination of existing texts and artifacts this scholarly yet
engaging account is a must read for history enthusiasts and students of biblical scholarship alike rawlinson s synthesis of extensive research not only
enhances our understanding of the israelite and judaic monarchs but also invites readers to ponder the complexities of leadership and faith in an
ancient context for anyone seeking to grasp the intricate history that laid the groundwork for subsequent religious traditions the kings of israel and

judah offers invaluable insights

each of the four chapters of the book focuses on a different aspect of the division between judah and israel between the northern and southern

prophets between the jacob and abraham narratives between the exodus and the zion traditions and the circumstances of unification
from the division of the kingdom to the babylonian exile

this classic textbook widely used for over two decades constructs a history of ancient israel and judah through a thorough investigation of
epigraphical archaeological and biblical sources approaching biblical history as history miller and hayes examine the political and economic factors
that give context to the israelite monarchy s actions and the biblical writers accounts now updated with the latest research and critical discoveries
including the tel dan inscription and considering the lively debate surrounding the reliability of biblical accounts miller and hayes s judicious and

even handed portrayal gives detailed attention to the nature strengths and limitations of various forms of evidence for understanding israel s origins
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and early history the new edition also includes thirty four new maps helpful notes and numerous charts and photographs

this book offers a new way for biblical scholars and archaeologists to envision how the bible s story relates to history it presents a fresh case for the
urgency and interest of biblical study in historical context embracing the complications of a text collection with the messy history of transmission and
uncertain knowledge of the past focusing on structures of politics and society the analysis is situated in the broad study of antiquity so that ancient

israel may contribute to understanding problems in the classical world and other domains outside the near east

the greatest secret of the bible is the fact that the ancient hebrews in reality were two different tribal groups who arrived in canaan and then left for
the nile delta at different times both peoples then made their exodus from egypt at different centuries and reconquered their places in canaan
independently the israelites and judahites properly came together for the first and last time only in the united monarchy and this was mainly as a
result of the philistine threat it was then too that the authors of the bible merged the family trees and narratives of the northern and southern tribes
to create a common genealogy and history however the two peoples could not co exist for long in the same harness especially when the junior
partner judah was commanding the senior israel hence the union fell apart forever the biblical account of the deportation of the israelites to assyria is
an extreme exaggeration of the tragedy s scope this has given rise to a myth regarding the loss of the ten northern tribes whose traces are still being
sought to this day from mesopotamia to the japanese islands but in truth the absolute majority of the israelites remained where it was and so did the
judahites the babylonian exile claimed very few of them the israelites and judahites eventually mixed with each other with the exception of
samaritans and thus two different peoples became one the judeans dr igor p lipovsky distinguished scholar of near eastern history rediscovers the true

origins and history of the israelites and judahites

the period of biblical history known as the divided kingdom or the period of the kings and the prophets refers to the time when the nation of israel
broke into two rival kingdoms israel in the north and judah in the south each governed by its own succession of kings during this period of
monarchical rule god sent many prophets with the purpose of keeping the government of his covenant people in line with his commandments and
righteous laws besides the prophets which were anointed to address particular situations there was an unbroken line of written prophets from joel
chronologically to daniel who were sent to deliver words of judgment warning instruction and hope for the future in order to appreciate the intricate
fabric of this complex period one has to weave together three books of history i and ii kings and ii chronicles and all the prophets from isaiah to
zephaniah kingship ended under nebuchadnezzar s babylonian dominion when the last king of judah was taken captive to babylon the entire nation s

captivity officially ended in 536 bc when cyrus the first persian emperor released the captives to return to their homelands and rebuild what babylon
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had destroyed as we study the accounts of biblical and secular history we discover the magnitude of the hand of god operating throughout the
heathen world and more intimately in the midst of israel s many trials and aberrations our faith is strengthened as we recognize that it is the hand of
the same god who controls our current world affairs in the global events of these days the intent of this book is to guide the student as well as the
most dedicated pastors and teachers through this dynamic period in simplicity and historical accuracy and in so doing reinforce our faith as we face

the mounting turbulence in our own generation

at the center of this book lies a fundamental yet unanswered question under which historical and sociological conditions and in what manner the
hebrew bible became an authoritative tradition that is holy scripture and the canon of judaism as well as christianity reinhard g kratz answers this
very question by distinguishing between historical and biblical israel this foundational and for the arrangement of the book crucial distinction affirms
that the israel of biblical tradition i e the sacred history historia sacra of the hebrew bible cannot simply be equated with the history of israel and
judah thus kratz provides a synthesis of both the israelite and judahite history and the genesis and development of biblical tradition in two separate
chapters though each area depends directly and inevitably upon the other these two distinct perspectives on israel are then confronted and correlated
in a third chapter which constitutes an area intimately connected with the former but generally overlooked apart from specialized inquiries those
places and archives that either yielded jewish documents and manuscripts elephantine al yahudu qumran or are associated conspicuously with the
tradition of the hebrew bible mount gerizim jerusalem alexandria here the various epigraphic and literary evidence for the history of israel and judah
comes to the fore such evidence sometimes represents israel s history at other times it reflects its traditions at still others it reflects both

simultaneously the different sources point to different types of judean or jewish identity in persian and hellenistic times
this volume of essays draws together specialists in the field to explain illustrate and analyze the religious diversity in ancient israel

in the kings of israel and judah george rawlinson meticulously charts the history of the ancient israelite monarchs intertwining political social and
religious elements to illuminate the complexities of their reigns employing a narrative style that combines rigorous scholarship with accessible prose
rawlinson draws from biblical texts archaeological findings and historical sources placing these rulers within the broader context of near eastern
history his examination extends beyond mere chronology delving into the cultural and theological implications of each king s rule thereby offering
readers a comprehensive understanding of the period s dynamics george rawlinson a prominent 19th century historian and a key figure in the study
of ancient civilizations was well equipped to undertake this ambitious project his background in classical scholarship combined with his fascination

for biblical history propelled him to explore the intricacies of israelite and judean history reflecting the victorian era s burgeoning interest in biblical
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archaeology and history his scholarly credentials are complemented by a contextual appreciation of how religion shaped governance in ancient israel
ideal for both historians and general readers the kings of israel and judah provides a captivating lens through which to understand a pivotal era in
biblical history rawlinson s ability to synthesize narrative and analysis makes this work not just informative but essential for anyone interested in the
historical foundations of western civilization in this enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience a succinct
introduction situates the work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments without spoiling
critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you in the era s events and influences that shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects
symbols motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work s messages
connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify

unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more informed read

antoon schoors is professor emeritus in the faculty of arts katholieke universiteit leuven he is the author of i am god your saviour a form critical study
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