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seeks to defend the achievements of urban sociology and its contribution to evaluating theories
of the nature and implications of capitalism and modernity the book reviews the history of
urban sociology theories of uneven development studies of urban inequalities and analyses of
urban culture

first published in 1985 this title explores theories of leisure in a capitalist society basing his
argument on a refutation of the conventional association of leisure with freedom and free time
chris  rojek  examines  the  four  main  structural  characteristics  of  modern  leisure  practice
privatisation individuation commercialisation and pacification the writings of marx durkheim
weber and freud are used to locate the question of leisure in more mainstream social theory this
interesting reissue will be of particular value to students of sociology and leisure studies and
those with an interest in the relationship between leisure and power

this book represents a major step forward in the use of economic sociology to illuminate the
nature and workings of capitalism amid the far reaching changes of the contemporary era of
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global capitalism for the past twenty years economic sociologists have focused on mesa level
phenomena of networks but they have done relatively little to analyze capitalism as an overall
system or to show how such phenomena emerge from and shape the dynamics of capitalism the
economic sociology of capitalism seeks to change this by presenting both big picture analyses of
capitalism and more focused pieces on institutions crucial to capitalism the book which includes
sixteen chapters by leading scholars in economic sociology is organized around three broad
themes the first section addresses core issues and problems in the new study of capitalism the
second considers a variety of topics concerning america the leading capitalist economy of the
world and the third focuses attention on the question of convergence stemming from the global
transformation  of  capitalism  and  the  challenge  of  explaining  institutional  change  the
contributions  which  follow  a  foreword  by  economic  historian  avner  greif  and  the  editor  s
introduction are by mitchel  abolafia  james baron and michael  hannan mary c  brinton john
campbell gerald davis and christopher marquis paul dimaggio and joseph cohen peter evans neil
fligstein  john  freeman  francis  fukuyama  ko  kuwabara  victor  nee  douglass  c  north  annalee
saxenian richard swedberg and viviana zelizer

the long awaited second edition of this highly successful text on urban sociology retains the
distinctive character and focus of the original while taking fully into account recent theoretical
debates  and  new  empirical  research  expanded  and  thoroughly  revised  throughout  it
incorporates the substantial new literature on urban inequality urban culture urban politics and
globalization it thus offers a comprehensive and up to the minute account of its subject ideal for
study purposes at undergraduate level and beyond

this book brings together essays on modernity social integration social differentiation and social
exclusion  by  lockwood  mouzelis  and  other  eminent  social  theorists  at  the  same  time  it
addresses critical issues facing western democracies such as social exclusion the underclass
unemployment new inequalities globalization and the new competitive environment its novelty
lies in the imaginative way it uses social theory to critique old and suggest new policies and
political practices

this book systematically reconstructs the origins and new advances in economic sociology by
presenting both classical  and contemporary theory and research the volume identifies and
describes the continuity between past and present and the move from economics to economic
sociology  most  comprehensive  and  up  to  date  overview  available  by  an  internationally
renowned award winning economic sociologist systematically reconstructs the origins and new
advances  in  economic  sociology  organizes  the  perspectives  and  methods  of  economic
sociologists  of  the  classical  and  contemporary  eras  including  coverage  of  modernization
globalization and the welfare state provides insights into the social consequences of capitalism
in the past and present for students of economic sociology

offers  a  new  analysis  of  the  ideas  of  the  3  authors  who  have  contributed  most  to  the
establishment of the basic framework of contemporary sociology

first published in 2004 the nature of modernity and its connection with capitalism are questions
at the forefront of contemporary sociological debate derek sayer re examines the answers given
by karl  marx and max weber authors of two of the most profound sociological critiques of
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modernity his reassessment of marx and weber on capitalism and modernity provides a new
reading which reveals the remarkable consonances between their sociologies of the modern
condition going beyond the well known stereotypes of the marx weber debate professor sayer
shows that both marx and weber produced a challenging critique of the nature of power and
subjectivity  in  modern  society  a  critique  which  retains  all  its  intellectual  force  and  moral
relevance today a major work of original scholarship capitalism and modernity is clearly and
accessibly written it is an authoritative and provocative commentary on a debate central to
modern sociology and politics and will be a key text in social theory for students of sociology
politics and philosophy

social theory has largely abandoned a focus on labor and with it its empirical foundation while
the sociology of work has neglected the production of theory more generally it is for precisely
this reason that capitalism and labor has become a standard work on this subject labor and
employment relations have become both increasingly diverse as well as less secure while at the
same time labor and distributional struggles are being waged ever more fiercely adequately
grasping these changes requires innovative impulses emerging from the analysis of capitalism
just as the sociology of work has a lot to contribute to the former in this translated and updated
edition  the  authors  discuss  current  theoretical  approachers  in  an  attempt  to  once  again
conceive capitalism and labor together back cover

this is one of the sharpest and most rewarding textbooks for teaching classical social theory the
emphasis on depth over breadth pays off handsomely providing students with a badly needed
foundation in the classics of sociology philip walsh york university

in this third edition of capitalism and classical social theory john bratton and david denham build
on  the  classical  triumvirate  karl  marx  mile  durkheim  and  max  weber  by  extending  the
conversation  to  include  early  female  theorists  such  as  mary  wollstonecraft  and  charlotte
perkins gilman as well as the writings of w e b du bois and g h mead connecting current headlines
in  the  political  mainstream  to  concepts  like  alienation  anomie  class  gender  race  and  the
environment capitalism and classical social theory sheds light on how classical social theories
may be applied and understood within a contemporary context this revised and expanded third
edition features topical discussions of socio economic shifts in the post trump and post brexit
world  and  uses  original  excerpts  and  additional  readings  to  further  contextualize  the
significance of classical social theory today

three radical perspectives on the critique of capitalism for years the critique of capitalism was
lost from public discourse the very word capitalism sounded like a throwback to another era
nothing could be further from the truth today in this new intellectual atmosphere sociology
capitalism  critique  is  a  contribution  to  the  renewal  of  critical  sociology  founded  on  an
empirically  grounded  diagnosis  of  society  s  ills  the  authors  germany  s  leading  critical
sociologists klaus dörre stephan lessenich and hartmut rosa share a conviction that ours is a
pivotal period of renewal in which the collective endeavour of academics can amount to an act
of intellectual resistance working to prevent any regressive development that might return us
to neoliberal domination the authors discuss key issues such as questions of accumulation and
expropriation  discipline  and  freedom  and  the  powerful  new  concepts  of  activation  and
acceleration their  politically  committed sociology which takes the side of  the losers in  the
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current crisis places society s future well being at the centre of their research their collective
approach to this project is a conscious effort to avoid co optation in the institutional practices of
the  academy  these  three  differing  but  complementary  perspectives  serve  as  an  insightful
introduction to the contemporary themes of radical sociology in capitalism s post crisis phase

cities  capitalism  and  civilization  looks  at  the  character  and  distinctiveness  of  western
civilization r j holton sets out to challenge the belief that cities and urban social classes have
formed the main component of the advance of civilization and the principle dynamic of western
capitalism this book was first published in 1986

in this sequel to their acclaimed the dominant ideology thesis the authors develop their analysis
of  the  social  and  cultural  underpinnings  of  modern  capitalism  they  confront  a  central
assumption of western culture namely that the individual is sovereign and that capitalism above
all other economic forms depends on individualism these ideas have an unbroken history from
alexis de tocqueville to milton friedman the paradox of the modern world is that the moral
emphasis on the individual is contradicted by the actual organization of economy and society
the  authors  suggest  that  individualism  and  capitalism  have  no  enduring  or  necessary
relationship their linkage is entirely accidental and was confined to one particular historical
period in the west against the background of what they term the discovery of the individual the
authors  show  how  individualism  gave  capitalism  a  particular  shape  and  capitalism  in  turn
highlighted the possessive features of the individual oriental capitalism and late capitalism in
the  west  bear  no  particular  relationship  to  individualism  indeed  they  flourish  best  in  the
absence of individualistic culture collectivism increasingly dominates both economic and social
life these issues once informed the sociological enterprise but have not been systematically
addressed  in  recent  times  this  book  revives  the  classical  tradition  of  the  historical  and
comparative analysis of culture and economy in capitalist society in the context of the late
twentieth century world

crisis and change today provides a solid introduction to marxist social theory the work s unique
voice  is  expressed  in  its  socratic  dialogic  approach  structured  around  forty  questions  that
students have about society and social change topics range from theories of history economics
unemployment racial oppression the state fascism the collapse of the soviet bloc and points of
convergence and difference between the dialectical approach and other approaches to social
science the content and tone of the work invites students to evaluate various traditional and
current explanations of social institutions and social processes and encourages them to weigh
the  debates  and  investigate  further  the  first  edition  was  very  well  received  distinguished
scholarship award of the section on marxist sociology of the asa and the second edition has been
thoroughly revised and updated to be relevant for students today though the first edition was
written during the wake of the fall of the berlin wall and the collapse of the soviet union the
growing gap between the rich and the poor and the economic crisis  have generated more
interest in using marxist analysis both as a tool to analyze and understand capitalism and the
weaknesses of past marxist praxis

this work examines the complex detailed relationship between the theory of wealth and the
theory of power both subsumed as they are under the overarching mantle of capitalist ideology
ever distorting real connections and evading critical issues it examines various theories of class
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state and power either explicitly or implicitly avowed in the diverse social science disciplines of
politics economics and sociology in illuminating the subtle machinations of ideology it boldly
reveals the realist ontology of capitalism which produces illusory theory the essays employ
transcendental realism emphasizing the primacy of ontology over epistemology as a mode of
critique  necessarily  going  beyond  traditional  marxian  arguments  in  many  cases  although
intended only as an analytical critique the project is emancipatory of necessity for it allows
ultimately for an increased purchase on reality

the historian wolfgang mommsen was one of the foremost experts on max weber as well as an
insightful and accessible interpreter of his work mommsen s classic book first published in 1974
under the title the age of bureaucracy not only concisely explains the basic concepts underlying
weber s worldview but also explores the historical social and intellectual contexts in which he
operated including weber s development as an academic his relationship to german nationalism
and his  engagement with marxism supplemented with a  new foreword a  bibliography that
includes recent studies and a postscript by volker berghahn that surveys the most important
debates on weber s work since his death this short volume serves as an excellent resource for
scholars and students alike

economic sociologist and weber scholar richard swedberg has in this volume selected essays
from weber s enormous body of writings on the subject of economic sociology the central
themes of the anthology are modern capitalism and its relationships to politics law culture and
religion

capitalism  and  classical  social  theory  second  edition  offers  solid  coverage  of  the  classical
triumvirate  marx  durkheim  and  weber  but  also  extends  the  canon  strategically  to  include
simmel four early female theorists and the writings of du bois
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