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respectfully catholic and scientific traces the unexpected manner in which several influential
liberal progressive catholics tried to shape how evolution and birth control were framed and
debated in the public square in the era between the world wars and the unintended consequences
of their efforts a small but influential cadre of catholic priests professionally trained in
social sciences frs john montgomery cooper john a ryan and john a o brien gained a hearing from
mainline public intellectuals largely by engaging in dialogue on these topics using the lingua
franca of the age science to the near exclusion of religious argumentation the catholics
approach was more than just tactical it also derived from the subtle influence of catholic
theological modernism with its strong enthusiasm for science and from an inclination toward
scientism inherited from the progressive era s social science milieu all three shared a fervent desire
to translate the catholic ethos as they understood it into the vocabulary of the modern age
while circumventing anti catholic attitudes in the process however their method resulted in a
series of unintended consequences whereby their arguments were not infrequently co opted and
used against both them and the institutional church they served alexander pavuk considers the
complex role of both liberal religious figures and scientific elites in evolution and birth control
discourse and how each contributed in unexpected ways to the reconstruction of those topics
in public culture the reconstruction saw the topics themselves shift from matters considered
largely within moral frameworks into bodies of kno

in exploring the role of catholic intellectuals in engaging science and technology in the
twentieth century this book initially provides a background context for this evolution by
examining the modernism crisis in the first chapter in order to unpack the subsequent evolution
thompson then concentrates in separate chapters on the distinctive contributions of four
specific catholic intellectuals jacques maritain 1882 1973 pierre teilhard de chardin 1881
1955 bernard lonergan 1904 1984 and thomas merton 1915 1968 all of these intellectuals
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experienced some degree of official restraint in their efforts but through their distinctive
intellectual trajectories they contributed to a different engagement of the church with science
and technology in the final chapters the book first reviews the changes within the institutional
church in the twentieth century toward science and technology finally it then applies some key
ideals of the four intellectuals to anneal and extend john paul ii s approach of critical openness
to suggest how the church can now engage science and technology

this book provides the first comprehensive overview of atheism secularity and non religion in
central and eastern europe in the twentieth and twenty first centuries in contrast to
scholarship that has focused on the decline of religion and secularization theory the book
builds upon recent trends to focus on the rise of non religion itself while the label of post
communism might suggest a generalized perception of the region this survey reveals that the
precise developments in each country before after and even during the communist era are
surprisingly diverse a multinational team of contributors provide interdisciplinary case studies
covering estonia latvia lithuania russia ukraine poland the czech republic slovakia hungary
croatia romania and bulgaria this approach utilises perspectives from social and intellectual
history in combination with sociology of religion in order to cover the historical development
of secularity and secular thought complemented with sociological data the study is framed by
methodological and analytical chapters offering an important geographical perspective to the
study of freethought atheism secularity and non religion this wide ranging book will be of
significant interest to scholars of twentieth century social and intellectual history
sociology of religion and non religion cultural and religious studies philosophy and theology
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We comprehend the excitement of uncovering something fresh. That's why we regularly refresh
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