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the eighth work in playwright august wilson s ten play cycle chronicling the history of
the african american experience in each decade of the 20th century king hedley ii is
set in 1985 and tells the story of an ex con in post reagan pittsburgh trying to rebuild
his life

peddling stolen refrigerators in the feeble hope of making enough money to open a
video store king hedley a man whose self worth is built on self delusion is scraping in
the dirt of an urban backyard trying to plant seeds where nothing will grow getting
spending killing and dying in a world where getting is hard and killing is
commonplace are threads woven into this 1980 s installment in the author s
renowned cycle of plays about the black experience in america drawing on
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characters established in seven guitars king hedley ii shows the shadows of the past
reaching into the present as king seeks retribution for a lie perpetrated by his mother
regarding the identity of his father

the first comprehensive study of august wilson s drama introduces the major themes
and motifs that unite wilson s ten play cycle about african american life in each
decade of the twentieth century framed by wilson s life experiences and informed by
his extensive interviews this book provides fresh coherent detailed readings of each
play well situated in the extant scholarship it also provides an overview of the cycle
as a whole demonstrating how it comprises a compelling interrogation of american
culture and historiography keenly aware of the musical paradigms informing wilson s
dramatic technique nadel shows how jazz and particularly the blues provide the
structural mechanisms that allow wilson to examine alternative notions of time
property and law wilson s improvisational logics become crucial to expressing his
notions of black identity and resituating the relationship of literal to figurative in the
african american community the final two chapters include contributions by scholars
harry j elam jr and donald e pease

award winning african american playwright august wilson created a cultural chronicle
of black america through such works as ma rainey s black bottom fences joe turner s
come and gone the piano lesson and two trains running the authentic ring of wit
anecdote homily and plaint proved that a self educated pittsburgh ghetto native can
grow into a revered conduit for a century of black achievement he forced readers and
audiences to examine the despair generated by poverty and racism by exploring
african american heritage and experiences over the course of the twentieth century
this literary companion provides the reader with a source of basic data and analysis of
characters dates events allusions staging strategies and themes from the work of one
of america s finest playwrights the text opens with an annotated chronology of wilson
s life and works followed by his family tree each of the 166 encyclopedic entries that
make up the body of the work combines insights from a variety of sources along with
generous citations each concludes with a selected bibliography on such relevant
subjects as the blues malcolm x irony roosters and gothic mode charts elucidate the
genealogies of wilson s characters the charles hedley and maxson families and
account for weaknesses in wilson s female characters two appendices complete the
generously cross referenced work a timeline of events in wilson s life and those of his
characters and a list of 40 topics for projects composition and oral analysis

an indispensable guide to the dramatic work of one of america s most important
contemporary playwrights

contributors to this collection of 15 essays are academics in english theater and
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african american studies they focus on the second half of wilson s century cycle of
plays examining each play within the larger context of the cycle and highlighting
themes within and across particular plays some topics discussed include business in
the street in jitney and gem of the ocean contesting black male responsibilities in
Jjitney the holyistic blues of seven guitars violence as history lesson in seven guitars
and king hedley ii and ritual death and wilson s female christ the book offers an index
of plays critics and theorists but not a subject index nadel is chair of american
literature and culture at the university of kentucky

pulitzer prize winning author of fences and the piano lesson winner of the new york
drama critics circle award for best play it is the spring of 1948 in the still cool evenings
of pittsburgh s hill district familiar sounds fill the air a rooster crows screen doors slam
the laughter of friends gathered for a backyard card game rises just above the wail of
a mother who has lost her son and there s the sound of the blues played and sung by
young men and women with little more than a guitar in their hands and a dream in
their hearts august wilson s seven guitars is the sixth chapter in his continuing
theatrical saga that explores the hope heartbreak and heritage of the african
american experience in the twentieth century the story follows a small group of
friends who gather following the untimely death of floyd schoolboy barton a local
blues guitarist on the edge of stardom together they reminisce about his short life
and discover the unspoken passions and undying spirit that live within each of them

a study guide for august wilson s seven guitars excerpted from gale s acclaimed
drama for students this concise study guide includes plot summary character analysis
author biography study questions historical context suggestions for further reading
and much more for any literature project trust drama for students for all of your
research needs

a literary guide examining the life of august wilson and the themes settings and
characters of his ten twentieth century cycle plays

introduction becoming august wilson history and as performance the drama of african
american historiography cutting the historical record recording the blues ma rainey s
black bottom beginning again again gem of the ocean and jitney the boundaries of
property and the properties of humanity fences and joe turner s come and gone the
properties of the piano and the legacy of human property the piano lesson urban
renewal by any means necessary two trains running sad stories of the death of kings
seven guitars and king hedley ii the century that can t fix nothing with the law radio
golf critical and performance perspectives guitars and king hedley ii august wilson s
lazarus complex donald e pease performance politics and authenticity joe turner s
come and gone and jitney harry j elam jr
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academic paper from the year 2006 in the subject american studies literature grade a
southern illinois university carbondale department of english course english drama
august wilson language english abstract the unreliable black musician floyd barton
has great plans to go to chicago and make more records trying to get his reluctant
girlfriend vera to accompany him however he commits the mistake of robbing a loan
office and burying the money in the yard which is witnessed by his lunatic tubercular
friend king hedley who eventually kills him with his machete to gain possession of the
money which in his belief was destined to him by the legendary buddy bolden
according to his late father s legendary promise this drama deals with kings and a
king to be born it is a prophesy in this regard the plot is rolled up backwards first the
audience observes a circle of friends after the funeral feast for one group member
floyd barton then the setting is a couple of days before his publicly unresolved
murder and some components of the rising action are a discussion of the men
whether knives or revolvers are better for killing 48 49 a boxing fight of joe louis
withessed on the radio 57 58 young sensual and pregnant ruby arriving quite
unannounced to stay at her aunt louise s house 61 hedley killing an annoying rooster
69 hedley receiving his machete 92 93 ruby giving herself to old sick hedley out of
mercy 95 poochie getting shot when robbing a loan office 101 102 vera giving in to
accompany floyd to chigaco 103 floyd and his band members and friends coming
back from the blue goose where they had an exceptionally well received gig 106 and
floyd s burying the money from his loan office robbery being discovered by canewell
107 108 the climax is floyd being threatened by hedley with his machete to give him
his money 109 but the audience is not absolutely certain that he gets killed the falling
action plays after the funeral again and brings the solution to the murder case
canewell is the only withess that hedley is in the possession of floyd s money which
he allegedly received by the mysterious buddy bolden 112 the theme of this drama is
a persiflage about how the american dream of an aspiring young black musician with
only one hit record so far is shattered because the protagonist is corrupted and
eventually killed by an insane man in fulfillment of the oracle of the latter s mythical
african father

challenging the standard portrayals of black men in african american literature from
frederick douglass to the present the preoccupation of black writers with manhood
and masculinity is a constant black manhood in james baldwin ernest j gaines and
august wilson explores how in their own work three major african american writers
contest classic portrayals of black men in earlier literature from slave narratives
through the great novels of richard wright and ralph ellison keith clark examines short
stories novels and plays by baldwin gaines and wilson arguing that since the 1950s
the three have interrupted and radically dismantled the constricting literary
depictions of black men who equate selfhood with victimization isolation and
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patriarchy instead they have reimagined black men whose identity is grounded in
community camaraderie and intimacy delivering original and startling insights this
book will appeal to scholars and students of african american literature gender
studies and narratology

this book critically discusses the works of two seemingly different and unconnected
playwrights lillian hellman and august wilson by analyzing the black presence in
hellman and its counterpart white presence in wilson it exposes interracial boundaries
and illuminates the architecture of the new american citizen through the examination
of stereotypes the revelation of sources of ongoing racial tension and suggested
solutions their dramas rewrite history to reflect their political activism and espouse a
shared value system that demands responsible action equitable reward and
recognition of women and african americans as equally valuable citizens of american
society

the story of an ex con in post reagan pittsburgh 1985 trying to rebuild his life part of
august wilson s century cycle his epic dramatisation of the african american
experience in the twentieth century by focusing on the eternal journey of the
misplaced african whose story was the truest account of the american struggle
toward freedom and independence he opened up not only what american theater
could be about but also who could do the telling marion mcclinton from her foreword

provides information on the work of a black american playwright best known for his
play ma rainey s black bottom offers plot summaries and critical overviews of six
plays written between 1984 and 1996 and contains a chronology an overview of his
life and career and a list of productions and credits also includes an annotated
bibliography of wilson s dramatic publications as well as articles and interviews about
him and an annotated secondary bibliography annotation copyrighted by book news
inc portland or

in his famous 1996 address at the theater communication group s biennial conference
at princeton university titled the ground on which i stand august wilson attacked
colorblind casting stating that it is nothing more than a tool of western imperialism
three years later in 1999 wilson published king hedley ii a tragedy which traces the
arc of the eponymous king as he struggles to a make a place for himself and his
family within the urban wreck of deindustrialized pittsburgh interestingly this tragedy
bears several poignant similarities to one of the seminal tragedies of the western
tradition sophocles oedipus tyrannus i contend that king hedley ii is a reception of
oedipus tyrannus that august wilson has pulled sophocles work through the millennia
into the specific context of pittsburgh s hill district in 1985 the aims of this paper are
twofold first i will unpack the ways in which august wilson transforms sophocles
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tragedy and redefines the dramatic components of oedipus rex in a way that is
aligned with his artistic vision second i will be examining how this act of
transformation is able to challenge the monolithic tradition of western dramaturgy
that wilson both worked inside of and strove to escape how through an act of
reception wilson destabilizes the privileged tradition of western dramaturgy and
claims equal ground for black theater in america wilson states that the term black or
african american not only denotes race it denotes condition and carries with it the
vestige of slavery and the social segregation and abuse of opportunity so vivid in our
memory if the term black or african american denotes condition why is sophocles
tragedy a site visited by wilson to explore that condition there is a tragedy occurring
in the hill district in 1985 equal of the tragedy in thebes complete with a plague
scarred heroes wise prophets brilliant and frustrated queens and harrowing ritual
sacrifice only the tragedy in the hill district is not put into motion by oracular prophecy
but by the smothering force of racism author s abstract

award winning african american playwright august wilson created a cultural chronicle
of black america through such works as ma rainey s black bottom fences joe turner s
come and gone the piano lesson and two trains running the authentic ring of wit
anecdote homily and plaint proved that a self educated pittsburgh ghetto native can
grow into a revered conduit for a century of black achievement he forced readers and
audiences to examine the despair generated by poverty and racism by exploring
african american heritage and experiences over the course of the twentieth century
this literary companion provides the reader with a source of basic data and analysis of
characters dates events allusions staging strategies and themes from the work of one
of america s finest playwrights the text opens with an annotated chronology of wilson
s life and works followed by his family tree each of the 166 encyclopedic entries that
make up the body of the work combines insights from a variety of sources along with
generous citations each concludes with a selected bibliography on such relevant
subjects as the blues malcolm x irony roosters and gothic mode charts elucidate the
genealogies of wilson s characters the charles hedley and maxson families and
account for weaknesses in wilson s female characters two appendices complete the
generously cross referenced work a timeline of events in wilson s life and those of his
characters and a list of 40 topics for projects composition and oral analysis

the african american dramatist august wilson who was born in a pittsburgh slum in
1945 saw the first professional productions of his plays in 1981 and 1982 in little
theaters in st paul minnesota and pittsburgh he had also begun sending his plays to
the eugene o neill playwrights conference which sponsors workshops to develop the
talents of young american playwrights the connecticut based conference eventually
accepted a work in progress ma rainey s black bottom staged in 1984 and from that
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moment wilson s career took off like to use the title of his 1992 play two trains running
with ma rainey wilson began a ten play cycle dramatizing different decades in the
history of african americans in the twentieth century the other works in the still
unfinished cycle include fences staged in 1985 joe turner s come and gone staged in
1986 the piano lesson staged in 1990 two trains running staged in 1992 and seven

guitars staged in 19096

this is a collection of essays on the subject of fatherhood its enduring power its secret

ruses and unsettling provocations
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