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the two works collected in this volume sprang from the same fruitful collaboration that gave rise to bertolt brecht and kurt weill s threepenny opera both are set in

america but an america of myth in the rise and fall of the city of mahagonny brecht s parable of greed and indifference mahagonny is a boom town fusing miami

with sodom and gomorrah founded on the principle that it is easier to prospect gold from people s pockets than from the earth it is a city threatened with

catastrophe but also obsessed with pleasure and the problem of how to pay for it the seven deadly sins of the petty bourgeoisie brecht s supremely ironic ballet
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libretto is the story of two sisters who in seven years traverse seven cities in each one sister is tempted by one of the seven deadly sins first performed in paris and

london in 1933 with music by weill and choreography by george balanchine it premiered in the united states in 1958 in a production by balanchine of the

translations by w h auden and chester kallman that are reprinted here hannah arendt wrote in 1960 that she knew of no other adequate rendering of brecht into

english arcade s definitive edition also contains an introduction by john willett and ralph manheim the editors of brecht s complete dramatic work in english

together with extensive notes and variants

brecht s operatic play produced with hauptmann neher and weill was first staged in 1930 translated and with commentary by steve giles this critical edition is the

first translation into english of the approved versuche text of 1930 1

one of the most radical controversial works ever created by playwright bertolt brecht and composer kurt weill the opera the rise and fall of the city of mahagonny is

a devastating critique of capitalism this volume includes twenty nine essays in english and german that address mahagonny from multiple perspectives context text

utopia music and the continuing influence of this opera more than three quarters of a century after its creation the volume also contains original material by brecht

and an essay on brecht in india distributed for the international brecht society issn 0734 8665

this book combines meticulous scholarship with a lightness of touch that will delight the opera goer the fascinating illustrations bring an amusing dimension showing

how opera has been staged from its beginnings to modern deconstructed productions the operas are listed in alphabetical order in addition to a full synopsis of every

plot there is a cast list and a note of the singers in the original production as well as information about the origins of the work and its literary and social

background each contribution concludes with a brief comment on its place in operatic history there is also a listing by composer a glossary and indexes of the names

of operatic characters and the first lines of arias so if you are not sure which opera gilda or agathe sings in or are apt to confuse vespina with despina your problem

is quickly solved

written by a well known authority this book consists of 175 entries that set some of the most popular operas within the context of their composer s career outline

the plot discuss the music and more

you are getting ready for a performance of donizetti s l elisir d amore and you have a few questions how many clarinets are in the orchestra how many orchestra

members appear onstage how many different sets are there how long does the opera typically run what are the key arias are any special effects or ballet
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choreography required who owns the rights where was it premiered what are the leading and supporting roles the opera manual is the only single source for the

answers to these and other important questions it is the ultimate companion for opera lovers professionals scholars and teachers featuring comprehensive information

about and plot summaries for more than 550 operas including every opera that is likely to be performed today from standard to rediscovered contemporary works

the book is invaluable especially for opera professionals who will find everything they need for choosing and staging operas but it is also a treasure for listeners

similar reference books commonly skip over scenes and supporting characters in their plot summaries lacking even the most basic facts about staging orchestral and

vocal requirements the opera manual based on the actual scores of the works discussed is the only exhaustive up to date opera companion a recipe book that will

enable its readers to explore those operas they know and discover new ones to sample and enjoy
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