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pulitzer prize winner sylvia plath s complete poetic works edited and introduced by
ted hughes by the time of her death on 11 february 1963 sylvia plath had written a
large bulk of poetry to my knowledge she never scrapped any of her poetic efforts
with  one  or  two  exceptions  she  brought  every  piece  she  worked  on  to  some final
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form acceptable to her rejecting at most the odd verse or a false head or a false tail
her attitude to her verse was artisan like if she couldn t get a table out of the
material she was quite happy to get a chair or even a toy the end product for her
was not so much a successful poem as something that had temporarily exhausted
her ingenuity so this book contains not merely what verse she saved but after 1956
all she wrote ted hughes from the introduction

robinson jeffers 1887 1962 is not only the greatest poet that california and indeed
the american west has produced but a major poet of the twentieth century who
occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  tradition  of  american  prophetic  poetry  jeffers
consciously set himself apart from the poetry of his generation by physical isolation
at his home in carmel by his unusual poetic form and by his stance as an anti
modernist  yet  his  work  represents  a  profound  and  profoundly  original  artistic
response to problems that shaped modernist poetry and that still perplex poets
today how to reconcile scientific and artistic discourses and modes of vision how to
connect present day experience to myths perceived as lying at the origins of human
culture how to renew the poetic language and how or whether to present art s claim
to moral spiritual or epistemological seriousness within representations of modern
phenomena for  jeffers  as  for  no  other  important  modern american poet  there  has
never been a collected poems not even a truly representative selected poems the
current selected poetry first published in 1938 contains no work from the last three
volumes  published  during  jeffers  lifetime  or  from his  posthumous  volume now for
the  first  time  all  of  jeffers  completed  poems  both  published  and  unpublished  are
presented  in  a  single  comprehensive  and  textually  authoritative  edition  the  first
three  volumes  of  this  four  volume  work  will  present  chronologically  all  of  jeffers
published work from 1920 to 1963 the present volume consists of poems published
between 1920 and 1928 and includes some of his greatest and best known poems
tamar roan stallion the women at  point  sur  and cawdor as well  as a recently
discovered  long  poem  home  there  is  also  an  editorial  note  and  a  general
introduction

ruth pitter 1897 1992 may not be widely known but her credentials as a poet are
extensive in england from the mid 1930s to the mid 1970s she maintained a loyal
reader ship in total she produced 17 volumes of new and collected verse her a
trophy of arms 1936 won the hawthornden prize for poetry in 1937 and in 1954 she
was awarded the william e heinemann award for the ermine 1953 most notably
perhaps she became the first woman to receive the queen s gold medal for poetry
in 1955 this unprecedented event merited a personal audience with the queen in
addition from 1946 to 1972 she was often a guest on bbc radio programs and from
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1956 to 1960 she appeared regularly on the bbc s the brains trust one of the first
television  talk  shows  her  thoughtful  comments  on  the  wide  range  of  issues
discussed by the panelists were a favorite among viewers in 1974 the royal society
of literature elected her to its highest honor a companion of literature and in 1979
she received her last national award when she was appointed a commander of the
british  empire  pitter  s  many  admirers  included  owen  barfield  hilaire  belloc  lord
david cecil philip larkin c s lewis kathleen raine may sarton and siegfried sassoon at
her death in 1992 one writer  claimed she came to enjoy perhaps the highest
reputation of any living english woman poet of her century pitter s best poems
focus on nature and the human condition taking us to hidden or secret places just
beyond the material to the meaning of life her poems are often the result of a
heightened sense of felt experience intuitive and evocative if human life is lived
behind a veil faintly obscuring reality pitter s poems often lift the edge of the veil
sudden heaven arranges pitter s poems in chronological order allowing readers to
follow her maturation as a poet and it features a number of poems that have never
before appeared in print

jane gentry 1941 2014 possessed an uncanny ability to spin quietly expansive and
wise verses from small details objects and remembered moments the hallmarks of
her work are insight into nature faith the quotidian and perhaps most prominently
the grounding of her home and family in the state of kentucky this innovative poet
and critic was for many years one of the animating spirits of literary life in the
region gentry and her daughters collaborated with editor julia johnson to organize
this definitive collection the result is an important literary anthology that assembles
gentry  s  most  celebrated  poems  alongside  new  previously  unpublished  works
johnson  uses  gentry  s  own  methodology  to  arrange  the  poems  in  sequences
comparable to those found in her previous collections this organization showcases
the  range  of  the  poet  s  work  and  the  flexibility  of  her  style  which  is  sometimes
ironic and humorous sometimes poignant but always clear intelligent and revelatory
this volume includes two full length collections of poetry in their entirety a garden in
kentucky and portrait of the artist as a white pig the final section features gentry s
unpublished work bringing together her early poems verses written for loved ones
and a large group of more recent work that may have been intended for future
collections alternately startling and heart wrenching the new and collected poems
of jane gentry offers a valuable retrospective of the celebrated poet s work

this paperback edition contains the complete text of roethke s seven published
volumes  in  addition  to  sixteen  previously  uncollected  poems  included  are  his
pulitzer prize and national book award winners the walking words for the wind and
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the far field these two hundred poems demonstrate the variety of roethke s themes
and styles the comic and serious sides of his temperament and his breakthroughs in
the use of language together they document the development of an extraordinary
creative source of american poetry

winner of the c hugh holman award a central figure in twentieth century american
literature robert penn warren 1905 1989 was appointed by the library of congress
as the first poet laureate of the united states in 1985 although better known for his
fiction especially his novel all the king s men it is mainly his poetry spanning sixty
years fifteen volumes of verse and a wide range of styles that reveals warren to be
one of america s foremost men of letters in this indispensable volume john burt
warren s literary executor has assembled every poem warren ever published with
the exception of brother to dragons including the many poems he published in the
fugitive and other magazines as well as those that appeared in his small press
works  and  broadsides  burt  has  also  exhaustively  collated  all  of  the  published
versions of warren s poems which in some cases appeared as many as six different
times with substantive revisions in every line as well as his typescripts and proofs
and since warren never seemed to reread any of his books without a pencil in his
hand burt  has referred to warren s personal  library copies this  comprehensive
edition also contains  textual  notes  lists  of  emendations and explanatory notes
warren was born and raised in guthrie kentucky where southern agrarian values and
a predilection for storytelling were ingrained in him as a young boy by 1925 when
he graduated from vanderbilt university he was already the most promising of that
exceptional set of poets and intellectuals known as the fugitives warren devoted
most of the 1940s and 1950s to writing prose and literary criticism but from the late
1950s he composed primarily poetry with each successive volume of verse that he
penned demonstrating his rigorous and growing commitment to that genre the
mature visionary power and technical virtuosity of his work in the 1970s and early
1980s emanated from his strongly held belief that only insofar as the work of art
establishes and expresses a self can it engage us many of warren s later poems
which he deemed some of my best rejoice in the possibilities of old age and the
poet  s  ability  for  continually  expanding  in  a  vital  process  of  definition  affirmation
revision and growth a process that is the image we may say of the life process

the new york times book review editors choice in his centenary year this volume of
the  pulitzer  prize  winner  and  former  poet  laureate  s  poems  celebrates  the
indispensable artistry of a writer who faced the history of his era with a clear eyed
mercy toward human weakness the new york times book review and was hailed in
his  day as the best  poet  writing in  english joseph brodsky this  volume brings
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together for the first time all of the poems that appeared in anthony hecht s seven
trade collections from a summoning of stones of 1954 through to the darkness and
the light of 2001 it adds the remarkable work contained in his posthumously issued
interior skies late poems from liguria of 2011 and it rounds this out with the best of
the many poems which were left uncollected at the time of his death in 2004 the
earliest  dating from 1950 and the latest from 2001 including the woodcuts by
leonard baskin that accompanied some of his pieces through the years collected
poems brings us the full sweep of the experience and artistry of anthony hecht who
as an infantryman in world war ii bore witness to the shaping events of his time
which continue to shape our own as the editor philip hoy states in his introduction
anthony hecht once wrote that poems can allow us to contemplate our sweetest
triumphs and our deepest desolations and by employing the manifold devices of art
to recover for us what he memorably called the inexhaustible plenitude of the world
the work gathered together here amply attests to the truth of that claim and makes
it clear that hecht was one of the finest poets not just of his generation but of the
twentieth century

lawrence  first  put  together  the  collection  of  his  poems in  1928 they  are  arranged
chronologically to make up a biography of an emotional and inner life

with the publication of this book an ever wider audience may more fully appreciate
the range of the poet s technique the scope of his concerns and the humaneness of
his vision back cover

navigating the uncertainty of a divided china wracked by warfare and corruption tao
yuanming s poetry expertly translated by red pine chooses the path walked by
china s ancient sages finding joy in living a simple life the latest work in red pine s
rich career of translation choosing to be simple collected poems of tao yuanming is
a definitive portrait  of  the early chinese politician and poet thoroughly researched
and beautifully translated this bilingual collection of over 160 verses chronicles tao
yuanming s  path from civil  servant  to  reclusive poet  during the formative six
dynasties period 220 589 familiar scenes like farming and contemplating the nature
of work and writing are examined with intimate honesty as red pine illuminates tao
yuanming  s  sensitive  voice  we  find  the  poet  s  solace  and  sorrow  in  a  china
transformed by modernity tao yuanming s distinct verse shows a keen attention to
rhythm as he explores the tension of scarcity and indulgence duty and escape
reverberating with clarity and sincerity and laced with humor the poems of choosing
to be simple portray a man s timeless desire to live by the principles enshrined by
china  s  sages  guided  by  tao  yuanming  s  own  wonderment  we  too  find  ourselves
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asking why did i ever question my heart we are encouraged to find joy in simplicity
the tending of a garden the sharing of wine with a stranger

collected poems brings together nearly four decades of c k williams s work more
than four hundred poems that though remarkable in their variety have in common
williams s distinctive outlook restless passionate dogged and uncompromising in
the drive to find words for the truth about life as we know it today williams s rangy
elastic lines are measures of thought and in these pages we watch them unfold
from his confrontational  early poems through the open expansive tar and with
ignorance his voice is both cerebral and muscular capable of both the eightline
poems of flesh and blood and the inward soundings of a dream of mind and of both
together in the award winning recent books repair and the singing these poems feel
spontaneous individual and directly representative of the experience of which they
sing open to life  they chafe against  summary and conclusion few poets  leave
behind them a body of work that is global in its ambition and achievement c k
williams is one of them

winner of the 1984 lenore marshall poetry prize originally published in 1983 miles s
collected poems received seven awards including the lenore marshall nation poetry
prize and was one of  three finalists for  the 1983 pulitzer prize in poetry a striking
consistency of tone of diction of purpose characterizes miles s life work it has been
a  life  well  spent  publisher  s  weekly  miles  is  a  poet  of  the  first  rank  whose  work
might well be compared to that of williams or moore collected poems is a treasury
of poetic wit and human understanding that belongs in all poetry collections library
journal miles s work is one of the finest and most solid bodies of poetry to be found
in this country a r ammons

edna st vincent millay 1892 1950 was an american playwright pulitzer prize winning
lyrical poet and feminist activist one of the most celebrated poets in american
history millay is hailed as the twentieth century s most skilful sonnet writers who
expertly  married  modern  attitudes  with  traditional  forms  of  expression  first
published in 1923 the poet and his book contains some of millay s best poetry
including renascence god s world afternoon on a hill journey sorrow tavern ashes of
life the little ghost kin to sorrow three songs of shattering the shroud the dream
indifference witch wife blight etc timeless and deeply profound millay s poems are
infused  with  fiery  romance  and  the  youthful  spirit  that  would  become  a
characteristic of her writing highly recommended for all poetry lovers and those
with a particular penchant for sonnets other notable works by this author include
two slatterns  and  a  king  and  the  lamp and the  bell  ragged hand read  co  is
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republishing this classic poetry collection now in a new edition complete with a
biography of the author by carl van doren
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