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mexico s fascinating complexities are difficult to approach this illustrated concise history begins with a
brief examination of contemporary issues while the book as a whole ranging from the olmecs to the
present day combines a chronological and thematic approach while highlighting long term issues and
controversies modern mexico founded after independence from spain in 1821 was created out of a long
and disparate  historical  inheritance  which has  constantly  influenced its  evolution this  book takes
account of that past and pays attention to the pre columbian and spanish colonial influence mexico s
economic problems are given historical treatment together with political analysis and attention to social
and cultural factors the book s prime objective is accessibility to readers including those interested in
gaining a broad general knowledge of the country and those across the professions anxious to secure a
rapid but secure understanding of a subject where there are few starting points

narrative survey of mexico s past from early times to 1969
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praise for the previous editions well researched concise interesting american reference books annual

mexican history comes to life in this fascinating work by the author of lone star a history of texas and
the texans the christian science monitor fire blood brilliantly depicts  the succession of  tribes and
societies that have variously called mexico their home their battleground and their legacy this is the tale
of the indigenous people who forged from this rugged terrain a wide ranging civilization of the olmec
maya toltec and aztec dynasties which exercised their sophisticated powers through bureaucracy and
religion  of  the  spanish  conquistadors  whose  arrival  heralded  death  disease  and  a  new  vision  of
continental domination author t r fehrenbach connects these threads with the story of modern day
independent mexico a proud nation struggling to balance its traditions against opportunities that often
seem tantalizingly  out  of  reach from the mesoamerican empires  to  the spanish conquest  and the
mexican revolution peopled by the legendary personalities of mexican history montezuma cortés santa
anna juárez maximilian díaz pancho villa and zapata fire blood is a deftly organized and well researched
work of popular history library journal

mexico is a country of fascinating contrasts glorious history and tumultuous politics extraordinary
culture and desperate poverty ancient traditions and rapid modernization yet despite the growing
curiosity about mexico due to increased trade and commerce mostly resulting from nafta as well as
increased tourism and immigration there is presently no up to date accessible history of mexico for
general  readers  the  oxford  history  of  mexico  edited  by  michael  meyer  and  william  beezley  is  a
comprehensive lucidly written and fully current narrative history by twenty of the most esteemed
historians of mexico writing today drawing on radical changes in scholarship on mexico over the past
15 years the oxford history of mexico covers all aspects of the rich history of mexico from precolonial
times to the present exploring politics religion technology modernization ethnicity colonialism ecology
the arts mass media and popular culture the oxford history of mexico provides a wealth of information
for all  readers interested in this  remarkable country fully  illustrated with black and white photos
throughout and a sixteen page color insert suggestions for future reading an index and a glossary this is
the fullest and most engaging history of mexico available today

an epic history of mexico from its olmec aztec and mayan heritage to the present day

the full text of the history of mexico from pre conquest to present traces the last 500 years of mexican
history from the indigenous empires devastated by the spanish conquest through the 21st  century
including the election of 2012 written in a clear and accessible manner the book offers a straightforward
chronological survey of mexican history from pre colonial times to the present and includes a glossary
as well as numerous images and tables for comprehensive study this version the essential history of
mexico streamlines and updates the text of the full first edition to make it easier for classroom use
helpful pedagogy has been added for contextualization and support including side by side world and
mexican timelines at the beginning of each chapter that place the national events from each chapter in
broader global context bolded keywords that draw attention to important terms cultural and biography
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boxes in each chapter that help highlight aspects of social history primary documents in each chapter
that allow historical actors to speak directly to students annotated suggestions for further reading in
addition the companion website provides many valuable tools for students and instructors including
links to online resources and videos discussion questions and images and figures from the book

this sweeping introduction unveils the fascinating complex and evolving history of mexico from its
earliest settlement to the first decade of the 21st century the history of mexico second edition provides a
timely introduction to the united states complex and fascinating neighbor tracing mexico s history from
the arrival of the first humans through the first decade of the 21st century this second edition provides
an important update on mexico since the historic 2000 presidential election the history of mexico is an
authoritative examination of the diverse factors that have shaped the nation s experience coverage
includes the aztec empire the largest empire in mesoamerica before the spanish arrival the period of
spanish dominance starting in the early 16th century and mexico s history as an independent nation
since 1821 with this broad analysis in hand students will be well prepared to discuss and evaluate the
largest spanish speaking country in the world

contains note from morris kight pointing out story of dona catalina on p 52 17th century woman bandit
soldier

this new edition draws on both classic and current sources to provide a comprehensive survey of
mexican history from the pre columbian period to the latest presidential election

deals with the historical aspects of mexican culture the text is stimulating highly informative excellent
for both the classroom as well as individual reading

the second edition of this accessible study of mexico includes two new features an examination of
cultural developments since independence from spain in 1821 and a discussion of contemporary issues
up to the time of publication several new plates with captions expand the thematic coverage in the book
the updated edition examines the administration of vicente fox who came to power with the elections
of 2000 the new sections reinforce the importance of mexico s long and disparate history from the
precolumbian era onwards in shaping the country as it is today this concise history looks at mexico
from political economic and cultural perspectives and tackles controversial themes such as the impact of
the spanish conquest and the struggle to establish an independent mexico a broad range of readers
interested in the modern day americas should find here a helpful introduction to this vibrant and
dynamic north american society

jan bazant has woven into a coherent whole the chaotic series of political and social upheavals that
characterised mexican history from the start of the struggle for independence through the completion
of  basic  social  reforms  in  1940  the  colonial  reaction  to  the  forced  loans  exacted  by  the  spanish
government in 1805 to finance its war against great britain was in professor bazant s view the starting
point of the mexican independence movement she argues that a new phase of mexican history began
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when the liberals abolished the power and wealth of the catholic church mexico s rapid economic
growth in the last quarter of the nineteenth century was largely the result of the stable political climate
created by the dictatorship of porfirio diaz under diaz however most rural areas remained backward and
it was precisely the contradiction between the urban industrial economy and the traditional structure of
the countryside that led to the mexican civil war between 1910 and 1920 the agrarian reform finally
transformed the rigid social system and created mexico as we see it today

of recent years there has been a great output of literature bearing on mexico most of it unfortunately of
the tourist type distorted and jaundiced there is indeed real need for a reliable popular history of mexico
and notwithstanding the two books of mr noll the need is still unsatisfied his second which has to do
with the nineteenth century is in one sense an expansion of that part of the short history covering the
same period and very much improves it in the short history the author set out to write a guide book he
at first thought of offering his work to the tourists in mexico to aid them in enjoying the sights of that
country this idea was abandoned after the manuscript was in the hands of the publishers in deference to
the opinions of others that the book would be beneficial to the public generally no less in need of such a
history than the tourist the result is that we have neither guidebook nor history but a potpourri of
unnamable stuff the work was first issued in 1890 and this purports to be a revised edition but how it
ever came to be printed 11 second time is the wonder of it it is proof at least that the public has more
interest in our neighboring republic than discrimination mr noll sets out to portray the origins of the
aborigines of mexico tracing the aztecs from the cliff houses of colorado and new mexico to the valley of
mexico where having seen an eagle standing upon a nopal prickly pear cactus strangling a serpent they
founded the city of tenochtitlan afterward the city of mexico from this one can judge how successfully
this early and fascinating story is disposed of the conquest is discussed with no insight into the general
history of the period to attempt the narrative of it without some knowledge of the relation it bore to the
expeditions that everywhere penetrated the coasts of the new world from labrador to the orinoco is to
miss the mark completely separate it if you please from the larger world movement of exploration and
colonization but give us its setting in the history of spain it will lose none of its glamour but even this is
denied us the nation volume 78
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