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throughout history rivers have run a wide course through human temporal and spiritual experience they have demarcated mythological worlds framed the cradle of western civilization and

served as physical and psychological boundaries among nations rivers have become a crux of transportation industry and commerce they have been loved as nurturing providers nationalist

symbols and the source of romantic lore but also loathed as sites of conflict and natural disaster rivers in history presents one of the first comparative histories of rivers on the continents of

europe and north america in the modern age the contributors examine the impact of rivers on humans and conversely the impact of humans on rivers they view this dynamic relationship
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through political cultural industrial social and ecological perspectives in national and transnational settings as integral sources of food and water local and international transportation recreation

and aesthetic beauty rivers have dictated where cities have risen and in times of flooding drought and war where they ve fallen modern western civilizations have sought to control rivers by

channeling them for irrigation raising and lowering them in canal systems and damming them for power generation contributors analyze the regional national and international politicization of

rivers the use and treatment of waterways in urban versus rural environments and the increasing role of international commissions in ecological and commercial legislation for the protection of

river resources case studies include the seine in paris the mississippi the volga the rhine and the rivers of pittsburgh rivers in history is a broad environmental history of waterways that makes a

major contribution to the study preservation and continued sustainability of rivers as vital lifelines of western culture

an illustrated eco history of the mekong river basin is a broad ranging study of the interactions transforming people s livelihoods and their environment in this rapidly developing yet

ecologically diverse region encompassing scientific material on climate health and habitat through to social studies on the large number of ethnic groups the new findings presented here from

specialists in a plurality of disciplines reflect the drastic changes of recent times concomitant with various impulses toward modernization economic globalization and sixty years of rapid

population growth local relationships with the environment have been incessantly restructured and transformed amidst these political and economic upheavals revealing unique linkages

between certain determinants of change over sixty international researchers collaborated specializing in agricultural science natural resources ecological science human ecology geography

history and anthropology bringing vitality and depth to the treatment of these complex issues the book vividly and succinctly reveals an array of interesting and serious issues in the mekong

river basin and serves as an indispensable guide to the historical ecology of the region

daniel mccool not only chronicles the history of water development agencies in america and the way in which special interests have abused rather than preserved the country s rivers he also

narrates the second brighter act in this ongoing story the surging grassroots movement to bring these rivers back to life and ensure they remain pristine for future generations the culmination of

ten years of research and observation mccool s book confirms the surprising news that america s rivers are indeed returning to a healthier free flowing condition the politics of river restoration

demonstrates how strong grassroots movements can challenge entrenched powers and win through passion and dedication ordinary people are reclaiming the american landscape forming a

river republic of concerned citizens from all backgrounds and sectors of society as mccool shows the history culture and fate of america is tied to its rivers and their restoration is a microcosm

mirroring american beliefs livelihoods and an increasing awareness of what two hundred years of environmental degradation can do mccool profiles the individuals he calls instigators who

initiated the fight for these waterways and despite enormous odds have succeeded in the near impossible task of challenging and changing the status quo part i of the volume recounts the

history of america s relationship to its rivers part ii describes how and why americans parted them out destroying their essence and diminishing their value and part iii shows how society can

live in harmony with its waterways while restoring their well being and by extension the well being of those who depend on them
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by integrating the basics of hydrology and geomorphology with the practical formulation of policy this book is intended for the general public students of environmental studies legislators

policy makers and all others who are interested in the use control and management of water jacket
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